IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Remote Ordinary Meeting held via Zoom at on 16th November 2020 


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman, Cllr D Price, Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale

Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr P Wynn
66/20 
Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements  and Public Session
The Chaiman opened the Meeting at 7:32pm.  The Clerk informed Councillors that the member of the Housing Needs Team scheduled to speak at this meeting had sent apologies.  One member of the public attended the Meeting, having applied to join the Council.

67/20
Present, apologies or absent 

All Councillors were present.

68/20
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests or requests for Dispensations 
Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale declared an interest in the Community Link Footpath and the Maltkiln Farm planning application. 

69/20
To approve the Minutes of the of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st September2020

Councillors confirmed that they had received and the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Hitchman proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

70/20
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

No items were raised. 

71/20
Co-option of Councillor – to enable Councillors to co-opt applicant
Cllr Astley proposed the co-option of Dr E Rich to the Council, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. Dr Rich duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office form. DPI form to be returned to Shropshire Council within 28 days.   Cllr Rich was welcomed to the Council.  
Cllr Astley requested updated contact lists for the notice boards and Crier.  Dr Rich to forward details for this purpose. 

The Clerk reminded Councillors that Elections will be held in May for all Councils.  

72/20
Reports: Unitary Councillor, Councillors & Clerk

Cllr Wynn reported all Planning Committee Meetings are held virtually and seem to work well. He attended the last Whitchurch Rural PC meeting to listen to the Housing Needs survey presentation.  Cllr Wynn had recently inspected the Community Link Footpath to check for any flooding issues and couldn’t find any despite heavy rainfall and road flooding.  Councillors reported a new channel has been installed into an existing drain.  

The Government’s planning white paper review is ongoing. 

73/20
Footpath Steering Group Committee–i) To enable Councillors to update on progress 
Cllr Astley confirmed that the path is now finished apart from a few final bills left to pay.  The bins are outstanding which the Clerk has chased.  Temporary bins are in place. It was agreed that the dog waste bin in the middle of the path would be removed as a permanent bin would not be replacing it.  Shropshire Council will not collect waste from the middle of the pathway. Permanent bins are to be located at both entrances to the pathway.  New signs have been delivered. Cllr Hitchman to install.  

Cllr Astley suggested a drive to recruit community support group members to aid maintenance of the path.  He intends to advertise for assistance in the Crier.  

A vote of thanks was proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Proctor and agreed by all, for the members of the Ightfield Parish Cycle Club for bringing the proposal of a footpath to link the two villages to the Parish Council in 2012, and for the community efforts in fundraising.  The Parish Council agreed that it is delighted to have been able to deliver this project for the community.  

Cllr Hitchman volunteered to act as the Footpath Warden and community liaison on behalf of the Council.  

The footpath will no longer feature as a running agenda item. 
74/20
Parish Matters - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
 Playgrounds:  to enable Councillors to discuss inspection reports; to approve any remedial works required 

All remedial work has been carried out in Calverhall until the planned upgrade takes place mid December.  

Moles were reported in Ightfield, otherwise the condition is good. 

b
Playground anti social behaviour reports – update 
No recent issues have been reported. The Calverhall playground continues to be locked at night. The pub is currently closed during lockdown.  Two people were barred from the pub.  It is hoped that the situation is now resolved. 

c
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required
No lights have been reported for repairs. 

d
War memorial cleaning – to discuss 
The Chairman confirmed that a grant is available for half of the quoted costs for cleaning the Memorial.  The Parish Council will need to budget for £600 to do the job.

e
War memorial hedge – to receive quotes for reducing height/width

Three quotes had been requested for the hedge work.  Only one quote had been received. Cllr Price proposed accepting it, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.  Clerk to accept and commission works.





75/20
Highways/Environmental Health

a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported

A pothole has been marked for repair. Pothole at the Burleydam Road junction requires attention. 
Pothole to report outside Lawns Farm and Whirly Cottage.

Councillors raised repeated soil movements through Ightfield. The transportee has a waste permit for 5000 tonnes. Cllr Hitchman proposed, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale that the Clerk checks with the Environment Agency for confirmation that the movements are within the permitted amounts. 
b
VAS –a proposal to install VAS in Ightfield - update
The Clerk is still awaiting confirmation from the engineer of an appropriate location for the sign. The Clerk confirmed that 2 new engineers have been appointed. Only one has been in office for the whole of Shropshire for the last c3 years.  

Cllr Price advised that Highways have attended the drain in Bletchley Road, Calverhall to assess if a camera could be used.  Cllr Price has chased Highways to progress the investigation. 


76/20
Correspondence
a
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
Noted.
b
As received by  the Clerk circulated by email to include:  The High Sheriff of Shropshire’s Outstanding Young Citizen Award; SALC AGM 20th November; Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire’s June garden party; 
No matters were raised for discussion.
77/20
Planning   

· i)
 Applications:  
· 20/03832/FUL  (validated: 24/09/2020)
Address:  Maltkiln Farm, Ightfield Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NX
Proposal:  Erection of an extension to existing agricultural building for calving cows
Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale did not participate in discussion. 
No objections were raised. 
ii)
Decisions:

· 19/03104/FUL  (validated: 15/07/2019)
Address:  Land North Of Church Farm, Calverhall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4PE
Proposal:  Erection of 16 dwellings and formation of new access
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted. 
iii)
Street name and numbering: to confirm choice of street name/submit name suggestion
Two proposals have been received from Street Name and Numbering for a new development. Councillors discussed the choices. Cllr Astley proposed ‘Nesfield Place’, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Clerk to respond. 

78/20
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information
The up to date spreadsheets were circulated by email and shared online for information. No questions were raised. The reconciliation was approved against bank statements. 
b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda
Cllr Price proposed all payments listed for approval, seconded by Cllr Astley, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
Budget – to consider the budget for 2021-22 in advance of precept setting
Cllr Astley presented a proposed operational costs budget online. The Clerk circulated a wider ranging budget via email, to include proposed reserves spend.  

Cllr Astley proposed an increase to the precept requirement by 10% to £13,750 in order to cover increasing costs.  It was confirmed by the Clerk that no CiL monies were due to the Council in the next financial year.  The Chairman informed Councillors that on this basis any plans to upgrade the street lighting to LED will need to be put on hold.  

Annual grants were discussed and proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Roberts, all agreed. The recipients are the Churches (cemetery maintenance), Calverhall Village Hall, North Salop Wheelers and the Maurice Chandler Centre.  Copies of  accounts will be required to support the grants. 

The budget proposals were agreed to be taken forward to January for formal approval following further consideration by Councillors between now and then.
A defibrillator for Ightfield was suggested for inclusion by the Chairman. 
d)
Internal Audit tender for consideration for accounts 2020-21
Cllr Hitchman proposed re-appointing the SDH Accounting as the Internal Auditor for 2020-21, seconded by Cllr Rich, all agreed. Resolved. Costs are anticipated to be in the region of £200.  
	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	05/11/20
	HMRC
	PAYE Nov
	£55.63
	100537
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/10/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£221.51
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/11/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£221.51
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/20
	HMRC
	PAYE Dec
	£55.63
	100538
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/09/20
	AR Richards

	Footpath construction works
	£142.80
	100539
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9/10

	02/11/20
	P Haynes
	Footpath construction works
	£13436.94
	100540
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9/10

	09/10/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£157.50
	100541
	PHA1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	07/10/20
	AR Richards

	Footpath construction works
	£587.52
	100542
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9/10

	21/10/20
	Greenscape
	Ecological survey
	£66.00
	100543
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9/10

	09/11/20
	Norton in Hales PC
	Printer ink recharge – annual charge
	£99.67
	100544
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/11/20
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance
	£1482.00
	100545
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9/10

	01/10/20
	RDS
	Footpath signage
	£147.00
	100546
	LGA 1972 s111

	16/11/20
	Employee
	Expenses Dec 19-Nov 20
	£192.55
	100547
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	16/11/20
	Holy Trinity Church, Calverhall
	Cemetery maintenance grant
	£250
	100548
	LGA 1972 s214

	16/11/20
	St John the Baptist, Ightfield
	As above
	£250
	100549
	LGA 1972 s214

	16/11/20
	Calverhall Village Hall
	Annual grant 
	£500
	100550
	LGA 1976 s19 (3)/s133

	16/11/20
	North Salop Wheelers
	Grant
	£200
	100551
	Transport Act 1985

	16/11/20
	Maurice Chandler Centre
	Grant
	£100
	100552
	LGA 1976 s19 (3)


f)
Severn Trent wellbeing grant scheme  – To discuss potential application for funding

No suggestions were raised. Clerk to forward details to Cllr Rich.

Councillor Heywood-Lonsdale proposed re-appointing the same grounds maintenance contractor for the next financial year, seconded by Cllr Astley, all agreed. Resolved. 
e)
Calverhall playground remedial works – Chairman’s update
The playground refurbishment was confirmed by the Chairman to be scheduled for mid December. The Clerk has confirmed the equipment order with the contractor.  The s106 agreement from the developer has been confirmed at £24,000.  Bark will be required as an extra. A quote for this has been obtained.  Cllr Hitchman, proposed purchasing 50m3, seconded by Cllr Price.  All agreed. There is a 5-6 week lead time on orders for the equipment.  Cllr Hitchman to be the project manager for the refurbishment.  Councillors discussed closing the playground until works are completed.  

79/20
Housekeeping

a)
Planning enforcement protocol/guidance
To take forward to January’s meeting.


b)
Elections/co-options – reminder of six month rule
The Clerk reminded Councillors of the May elections and that no co-options were recommended within the 6 months approaching elections.
c)
2021 Meeting dates
18/1; 15/3; 19/5;  19/7; 20/9; 15/11
Dates noted. Clerk to book the Hall in anticipation of face to face meetings being resumed proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Roberts, all agreed. Resolved. 

80/20
Items for Next Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward items for the January agenda

Budgets. Precept setting (Local Government Finance Act 1992)
January’s meeting is likely to be via remote platform (Zoom). 

There being no further business for discussion the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:15pm.  
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