IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting on 15th January 2018 at the Calverhall Village Hall 

Chair:
Cllr D Price

Cllrs:
Cllr E Ball; Cllr M Rushton; Cllr M Astley; Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale; Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr L Roberts; 

1/18 Welcome
The Chair welcomed everyone to the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council.  Cllr P Wynn and Ms N Fisher (Senior Enabling Officer for Shropshire Council) were in attendance. There were 15 members of the public present. Cllr Price opened the Meeting at 7:30pm. Next meeting is Monday 22nd January at The AMICA Centre. Cllr Price explained the original agenda would be used, not Cllr Ball’s agenda. Cllr Ball was asked not to use Ightfield Parish Council’s agenda in future as a flyer.
2/18 Present, Apologies and/or Absent 

Apologies were received from Melanie Joyce.
3/18 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

None received.
4/18 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs
None received.

5/18 Place Plan Update 
Cllr Price outlined the objectives of Place Plan which had to be submitted by 22nd December. 

Cllr Ball had missed Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale’s addition of the line ‘encourage small business units including retail, office and industrial’. Cllr Ball is concerned about use of word ‘industrial’ in the Place Plan without a ring fence explanation of what this includes. Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale’s explained that he had included it as an excerpt from another area’s Place Plans when constructing this plan. He thought that perhaps he should have included it as ‘light industrial’ to encourage more employment locally. Cllr Ashton added his comments that this could have been sorted in a meeting rather than Cllr Ball’s approach. Cllr Rushton pointed out there has always been industries in the area, such as the Smithy and Garage. 

Ms Fisher is the person typing up the Place Plans for the county. She explained the distinction between Local Plan and the Place Plan. Place Plan is the infrastructure to support Local Plan. Will not include this comment in the Local Plan as it is not a priority. Critical priority are drains, roadways etc. She is stripping out work that Shropshire Council has to do (improve roadways, flood risk etc). This should be included in the Local Plan. 
Public question - If light industry came to the area, would the council be responsible for the uplift of the roads? 
Ms Fisher - Planning would review the requirements of the development. B roads are not a priority. Planning always work in favor of development. Economic Growth Strategy looks to encourage development across the county. The route to say your open for business is the Local Plan – the Place Plan is how you are going to enable it.
Cllr Wynn – saw the Local Plan as encouraging light industry

Public question – Reported 25% growth on housing in Whitchurch area – how many to Ightfield? Ms Fisher – talking about the Local Plan. Ightfield and Calverhall are a cluster – very, very, tight control on development. Ms Fisher will try to get a draft plan back to the Parish Council as soon as possible. Public will be able to see the plan on the website when it is available.

Cllr Wynn – regarding housing – looking to create hubs – the bigger villages with facilities, not small villages. May get one or two houses but no great numbers.
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6/18  Creation of a footpath to link the villages of Ightfield and Calverhall
Cllr Price – gave background for the public’s benefit – to link villages as Calverhall has all the facilities, so the footpath would provide a safe link between villages. All right for land – landlord has said parish can have 6’ of land along road. The Estate were going to take on this project with the Village Hall Committee but VHC don’t have any income stream. Funding required is £40k. Footpath will be unlit. When new houses are built there is an infrastructure levy paid by the developer relative to the size of the house. This is for infrastructure only – councilors believe this money could be used for the footpath – currently have £1189 (Dec 17) CiL local fund.
Discussion about CiL - for every £100 Shropshire Council collects, 5% goes to admin, 15% neighborhood fund, of the remaining 80%, 10% to CiL strategic, remainder to CiL Local.
Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale - £87,000 CiL payable for Church Farm development - £13k to Parish Council, £62k to CiL local. Could Parish get some of the £62k. Ms Fisher - If the £13k was collected in the last financial year – it will be paid to Parish with the precept – can be banked for 5 years if Shropshire Council know what it’s being saved for. Local CiL money will be used to prop up the towns. 
Cllr Price – if the Parish Council want to do this, will they get the CiL money back? Ms Fisher – advised the Parish Council complete the expression of interest form stating a strong public interest in having the footpath. Don’t know what demand there will be until the Place Plans are reviewed. Send it to Ms Fisher for a ‘pre-read and boost’. 
Cllr Price - CiL has been in place since 2011, has any CiL money been paid out? Ms Fisher - CiL local, yes, funded sports facility in Church Stretton, classrooms in Shifnal etc. Drive to get the money out into the communities. Ask that local money is allocated to this project – don’t want funding from Whitchurch or Market Drayton.

Cllr Astley – looking to take a loan to cover costs (Works Grant). If then get CiL, could you use the grant to pay off the loan? Ms Fisher - Would have to ask the Planning Solicitor if it’s possible. Cllr Astley - What interest rate is payable on a grant? Ms Fisher -  Don’t know. Need to advise people what it will cost them. 
Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale - original thoughts Estate to fund with Village Hall Committee support – if the Parish Council agreed to take this project on, what are next steps? Ms Fisher – suggest taking a look at Lottery Funding – promote health and wellbeing. Need to think creatively. Advise the public of what it will cost them in increased Council Tax charges.
Cllr Price asked the public present to raise their hands if they support the need for a footpath – majority agreed.

Public 
-      Concerns that the ‘loan’ has been agreed? Cllr Price – Loan is an option, no decision made yet.

· Clarify where path is going to go? Cllr Price – end of council houses at Ightfield along hedge to middle of village in Calverhall. Stone based, fenced. Making more accessible for prams, cycles, walkers. 

· Is everyone in the Parish to be asked if they are in agreement to funds being raised and support ongoing costs of maintaining footpath. If PC took it on they would be insuring it and funding it. Cllr Price – yes, everyone will be asked
· Could this be done in conjunction with a charity? Cllr Price - yes

· As the Government is pushing mental health, wellbeing etc. it would be good to put package together that included this.

· Good idea – can’t walk along the roads any more

· Tennis coaching here at weekends
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6/18 cont Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale asked would the Parish Council be able to claim VAT back. Cllr Price replied that it would and the footpath would become an asset of the Parish Council. The land would be on a 99-year lease from the Estate. 

All councilors asked, is the PC going to take this on? All in favour – carried

Nest steps, Cllr Astley will create a flyer to be sent out or delivered by hand to whole Parish once the costs to public for loan are known.
7/18  Public Session

- 2 playgrounds to upkeep in 2 villages – Calverhall equipment getting old. Don’t think people realise how much Parish money is needed to upkeep drains, playgrounds and infrastructure without a footpath.

- Comment that roads are very narrow, but now getting narrower due to mud and potholes. At Ash, road sweeper has been out to clean roads – is it possible to get local roads swept?

- Water on road outside Calverhall village – ditch is clear but volume of water has nowhere to go. Keith Silvester from Highways has been asked to come

- Possibility of a grit bucket being placed at the end of The Townsend? Cllr Rushton has also been asked for one at the end of Corra Place. Ash have grit buckets that were being filled during recent bad weather.

- Concerns about the white line at the end of Burleydam Road – vehicles don’t stop at the junction as the line is barely visible
- Parish Council to light a beacon in Ightfield to mark 100 years since the end of WW1.

Meeting closed – 8:53pm
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