IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Extraordinary Remote Meeting held via Zoom at on 31st July 2020 


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr M Procter, Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr P Wynn


47/20
Welcome & Public Session

Cllr Astley welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening it at 10:31am.  
The Clerk confirmed that no members of the public had requested to join the Meeting. 


48/20
Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 

Councillors present as listed above.  Apologies were received from Cllr Roberts, Price and Hitchman which were duly accepted. 

49/20
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale declared an pecuniary interest in the Footpath. 

50/20
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs
It was proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Procter, that Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale be permitted to participate in the discussion as the Meeting would not be quorate without his participation.  All agreed. Resolved. 

51/20
Public Works Loan – to enable Councillors to make a decision regarding the need to draw down the loan in order to pay for the Community Footpath construction works
Cllr Astley referred to the spreadsheet he had circulated to the Meeting giving a spend forecast for the next few months for the Parish Council without drawing down the Public Works Loan Board Loan.  The Parish Council could cover all payments (upon the receipt of the CiL Local fund money from Shropshire Council) however, covering the VAT element due whilst waiting for the reclaim could potentially put the Council at a financial disadvantage for a couple of months.  Cllr Astley suggested that the Council could apply for a reduced amount of £10,000 to cover the VAT reclaim hiatus. r.  Cllr Astley recommended that the loan be taken for only 1 year.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale stated that the standard loan rate of 1.95% is very good and would mean a cost to all parishioners of c80p per household per year. He recommended that the loan be taken out as the parishioners would not ‘thank’ the Parish Council if it got into financial difficulties trying to cover the cost of the footpath without sound resources.  It was confirmed that the loan could be repaid early.  Cllr Procter agreed with Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale that it would be prudent to take out the loan rather than risk financial difficulties and that the cost to the parishioners would be palatable.  Cllr Astley expressed the same viewpoint, that the loan should be taken out for £10k over 1 year. Cllrs Price and Hitchman had expressed this view also in correspondence.  Cllr Astley proposed the motion to take out a PWLB loan for £10,000 to be repaid over 1 year, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved.  Clerk to apply.

Councillors discussed the inovoice for £34,800 plus VAT due shortly from AR Richards as their work is now completed.  This will be due in 30 days. Cllr Astley proposed applying to Shropshire Council for the draw- down of the CiL Local Fund money, which will be paid upon presentation of the invoice and will be received within 30 days.   Cllr Procter seconded the proposal, all agreed. Resolved. 
Councillors agreed that the remainder due would be paid upon receipt of the PWLB loan, proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved. 

It was reported that the fencing contractor would like a meeting on site. Councillors agreed that the Steering Group members should attend to walk the route and inspect the works.  A representative from the Estate is to also attend. 

The Council is required to complete a full risk assessment for insurance purposes prior to the path opening.  The path will have an ‘official’ opening next year although will be open for use once the fencing is completed. It was noted that despite signage people have been using the path which is of concern as it is still effectively a construction site.  

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 10:50am.
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