IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Remote Ordinary Meeting held via Zoom at on 
21st September 2020 


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman, Cllr D Price, Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr P Wynn


52/20
Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements  and Public Session
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:33pm welcoming everyone present. One member of the public attended the Meeting, who has expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council. Cllr Astley introduced the applicant to the Councillors and explained the Meeting process.  The applicant gave a brief précis and confirmed that she would be interested in joining the Council via co-option at the next Meeting in November.
53/20 
Present, apologies or absent 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Procter and Roberts.  Councillors present as listed above.
54/20
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests or requests for Dispensations 
Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale declared an interest in the community link footpath item.
 55/20
To approve the minutes of the of the Parish Council Meetings held on 20/07/20 and the extraordinary meeting held on 31/07/20
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meetings. Cllr Price proposed the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th July 2020 to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. 

The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meetings. Cllr Astley proposed the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on  31st July 2020 to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed. Resolved. 

The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

56/20
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

No matters were raised.
57/20
Co-option of Councillor – to acknowledge an application to join the Parish Council
Councillors noted the application. Cllr Astley requested that co-option be added as an agenda item for November’s Meeting agenda. 
58/20
Reports: Unitary Councillor, Councillors & Clerk

Cllr Wynn reported a generally quiet time with no local planning matters coming to the Planning Committee recently.  He confirmed a new CEO will be appointed on Thursday at the full Council Meeting. Cllr Andy Begley, previously from Adult Social Services will be appointed.  The Government is planning three major changes to the current planning system.  
The Clerk reported that she has recently spoken to the Housing Needs team which is looking to carry out a housing needs survey locally to assess local need for affordable homes in the Parish.  Some members are planning to join the October Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council to give an overview of what they do and how the surveys are undertaken.  The Clerk gave an overview of the process and reported that it is likely that Ightfield will be included in the survey carried out for Whitchurch Rural as the two parishes are in a ‘community cluster’ for the purposes of the Local Plan. The data will be valid for 5 years and used in conjunction with the Local Plan.  Councillors were invited to join the next WRPC online Meeting.  The Clerk is to request that a member of the Housing Needs Team join the November Meeting. 
59/20
Footpath Steering Group Committee
i) To enable Councillors to update on progress and to discuss signage requirements
Councillors reported that the hedge has now been cut and some tree work has been undertaken by the Estate to remove some branches. Cllr Hitchman has walked the path twice recently and cleared leaf debris.  Councillors thanked him for his efforts.  Thanks were also conveyed to the member of the public who had provided the equipment.  The Clerk reported that the bins will arrive in 4-5 weeks and that Shropshire Council will install them.  The Councillors agreed that temporary bins will need to be put in place in the interim.  Cllrs Price and Hitchman to organise.   The pathway will be open to the public once the final gates have been installed at the Ightfield end.  The Herras fencing will be moved to the Calverhall end.  Cllr Price to chase delivery of the new gates.  Councillors discussed the possible installation of temporary gates to speed up the opening.  An official opening of the path will take place once the Coronavirus pandemic has passed.  
Cllr Astley presented various signage suggestions for the pathway.  It was agreed that temporary signs would be used until the most effective versions are agreed upon.  Emergency contact signage to be provided.  Cllr Astley to circulate revised signs to Councillors to decide upon.  
Councillors reviewed cash flow spreadsheets illustrating spend to date and projected spend for the next 6 months..  The PWLB loan has been approved and will be repaid in 4 instalments over 2 years (the two year time period was specified by the PWLB).  Councillors agreed that the drawing down of the (£10k) loan had been timely and essential for ease of cash flow over the coming months whilst VAT reclaims are processed and construction bills paid.  An estimate of the total cost of the path was confirmed at c£55k which will equate to a one off cost to each household in the parish of £1.70 to repay the PWLB lon.  The loan will cost the Parish Council about £400 which was considered to be very good value.  
Councillors expressed satisfaction in the work they had undertaken and the success of the project.  Councillors were particularly pleased to hear that Shropshire Council is using their application form as an example of best practice in applying for CiL Local funding.  
60/20
Parish Matters - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
 Playgrounds:  to enable Councillors to discuss inspection reports; to approve any remedial works required/to discuss signage requirements 

It was reported that the bark pit surround in Ightfield requires attention.  A 4-5 m length of surround timbers need replacing. Clerk to engage Mr Gresty to repair.  A cradle seat needs replacing which will be done at the same time.  A rocker has exposed concrete at the base. Clerk to request that Mr Gresty attends to this matter also.  
b
Playground anti social behaviour reports - to ratify decision to close Calverhall playground dusk until dawn 

Councillors noted increased issues with anti social behaviour in the playground in Calverhall late at night with a recent incident of vandalism to a tree.  Stringent measures have been put into place to try to limit repeated incidents and the playground will be locked going forward from dusk until dawn on Friday and Saturday nights.  Councillors have been in discussion with the Landlords of the Old Jack Inn.  To monitor this going forward.  Thanks were conveyed to the resident who is under-taking the night-time closures. 
c
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required
No matters reported requiring attention.
61/20
Highways/Environmental Health

a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported

Potholes reported in Corra Place requiring attention. Clerk to report. 
b
VAS – proposal to install a VAS in Ightfield/apply

The Clerk reported that she is still awaiting confirmation from the Highways engineer of a suitable location in Ightfield to install the VAS in.  This matter is now outstanding from July.  

The Clerk was asked to make contact with Highways regarding jetting of grids on the Bletchley Road, exiting Calverhall. 
62/20
Correspondence
a
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
All correspondence noted. The Clerk reminded Councillors that the NALC guidance circulated continues to recommend that Parish Council Meetings are held remotely.  Cllr Astley recommended that the November Meeting be held via Zoom.
b
As received by  the Clerk circulated by email to include AGAR update; Draft leisure facilities strategy consultation; Fire & Rescue Service consultation; Electoral registration and annual canvas; The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has currently three consultations on planning reforms: changes to the current planning system, planning for the future and transparency and competition; SC local plan review; housing strategy survey; 
Councillors requested that the links to the various consultations be circulated again for review.
Cllr Wynn reported that Prees Fire Station now only has 5 volunteer fire persons and is urgently looking to recruit new members.  
63/20
Planning   

· i)
 Applications:  None received
· ii)
Decisions – 20/02699/FUL  (validated: 10/07/2020)
Address:  Holly Cottage , Burleydam Road, Ightfield, SY13 4BW
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the change of use of land to permit the creation of an all weather riding arena together with 1.6m high post and rail fencing
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted.

64/20
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information
The Clerk presented the current spreadsheets for information and review.  No questions were raised.
b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda
All payments listed for approval, with the exception of the anticipated invoice from P Haynes which has not been received, were proposed for payment by Cllr Hitchman, seconded by Cllr Astley, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
War Memorial – to enable Councillors to discuss cleaning of Ightfield Memorial

Cllr Astley reminded Councillors that the War Memorial Trust has awarded Ightfield Parish Council a grant (not received) for £590 towards the costs of cleaning the War Memorial.  Cllr Astley recommended that the hedge surrounding the memorial be reduced in height to reduce moss growth.  Councillors agreed to source 3 quotes to reduce the hedge but not to commence works until after 11/11/20.  The Clerk and Chairman will source the quotes.  A further £600 will need to be allocated to complete the cleaning works.  The grant will expire in March 2021.
Cllr Price proposed that the Council proceeds with plans to clean the memorial once the hedge reduction has been completed, seconded by Cllr Astley, all agreed.  Resolved. Cllr Astley pointed out that this had not been included in this year’s budget however having found that a grant to apply for to assist with costs it would be sensible to take advantage of the opportunity.
d)
War Memorial – to enable Councillors to discuss the bordering hedge (maintenance)

Covered under item c).
d)
PWLB – confirmation of acceptance of loan application 

The Clerk confirmed that the PWLB had sent a letter of confirmation that the application for the loan has been accepted.  She will confirm with the bank that the money has been received.  
e)
To receive playground equipment quotes (x3)

Cllr Astley presented the three quotes he had sourced with various equipment options for the playground.  Cllr Astley proposed, seconded by Cllr Hitchman to accept the quote from Ray Parry at a cost of £22,278 + VAT).  All agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Hitchman proposed sourcing 3 quotes for replacement bark (50 cubic metres), seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Astley will check with Chartland Homes that they are still intending to undertake the removal of the current equipment (multiplay and zip wire) which are the items being replaced.   Cllr Astley will also check with Shropshire Council that the offer to forward the funds for the equipment replacement which will be paid by Chartland Homes. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	05/10/20
	HMRC
	PAYE Oct
	£55.63
	100533
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/08/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£221.51
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/09/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£221.51
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/09/20
	AR Richards
	Footpath construction works
	£5,172.22
	100534
	

	Tbc
	P Haynes
	Footpath construction works
	£tbc
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Purpose 
	Amount
	
	

	19/08/20
	Shropshire Council
	CiL Local Fund money
	£34,800
	
	

	07/09/20
	Bank
	Interest
	0.77
	
	


65/20
Items for Next Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward items for the next agenda
Budgets; Co-option;
No further matters were brought forward for discussion.  Cllr Astley thanked everyone for attending and for the applicant for joining the Meeting.  

The Meeting was declared closed at 9:31pm.
1 | IPC Meeting 21st September 2020

