IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Ightfield Parish Meeting held on 20th May 2019 held at 

Calverhall Village Hall


Chairman:
Cllr D Price

Councillors:
Cllr M Astley; Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale; 
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


1
Welcome and Announcements
The Parish Council Chairman, Cllr D Price opened the Meeting at 7:30pm. Cllr P Wynn was in attendance. One member of the public attended the Meeting.  

2
Present and/or Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr L Roberts.  All other Councillors were present.  

3
Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 21st May 2018
Councillors received the Minutes from the last Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr H Hitchman proposed the MInutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Heywood Lonsdale, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.  

4
Matters arising from the Minutes
No matters were raised. 

5
The Report from the Chairman of Ightfield Parish Council.
Cllr Price stated 2 seats are still vacant on the Council.  He updated on Highways matters, feels that the Department looks after this Parish very well.  Flooding issues between Calverhall and Ightfield has seen an improvement following the installation of a new drain across a field.  Problem with speeding has been ongoing. Checks highlighted that it is an issue. Application has been made for funding to provide a VAS successfully.  Grounds maintenance contractor has been working well.  Maintenance contractor keeps the parish tidy and the playgrounds in good order.  Planning applications have mostly been infill and within the development boundary.  One application granted despite the Parish Council objection at Committee level. Finances have increased the precept by 14% to c£11000.  Tight ship is run by the Parish Council.  Big Lottery Funding grant has been awarded for £10000 to help with the creation of the community link footpath.   Parish Council is now considering a Public Works Loan Board Loan to finance the rest of the works.  An expression of interest in applying for CiL Local Funds has been submitted. Street lighting needs upgrading which will be expensive. Both villages are vibrant and the pub, clubs and Churches are all continuing to keep the villages alive.  Light waiting for repair, still waiting for Shropshire Councilottish Power. Community link footpath is an ongoing project.  Thanks to Cllr Wynn for attending the Meetings and for support and advice.  Stepping down as Chair of the Parish Council this year. Thanks to Councillor and Clerk for their works.  

6
Public Questions in respect of above report.
No questions raised, resident attended to see the Parish Council workings.  The resident raised some possible planning permission breaches which Cllr Wynn will investigate.  

7
Unitary Councillor’s Annual Report

Copy circulated to all Councillors. Cllr Wynn gave his report.  Cllr Astley queried if green waste will be charged for.  Cllr Wynn confirmed that it will not be charged for.  No news on CiL Local applications. 


8
An opportunity for Members of the Parish to raise any matters for diShropshire Councilussion

No matters raised.  

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 8:02pm. 


Chairman:
Cllr D Price

Councillors:
Cllr M Astley; Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale; Cllr L Roberts

Clerk

Mrs M Joyce



Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

31/19 
Election of Chairman (Declaration of acceptance of office forms to be signed)
Cllr Astley was proposed by Cllr Hitchman, seconded by Cllr Heywood Lonsdale, all agreed. Councillors gave thanks to Cllr Price for his term as Chairman.  

32/19 
Election of Vice Chairman (Declaration of acceptance of office forms to be signed)
Cllr price proposed Cllr Hitchman as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale 

33/19
Vacancies/Co-option of Councillors – to consider applications received
two seats still available – applications welcome 
34/19
Election of representatives for external bodies:

a) 
HLG – Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale (less flying now due to new simulators – more trainees going through Shawbury)
b) 
NSAC/SALC Representative – Cllr Hitchman 
c)
To appoint a Data Protection Compliance officer – The Clerk was proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cll Heywood-Lonsdale 
d)
Footpath Steering Group – Cllr Price (Chairman), Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, Cllr Astley, Cllr Hitchman, Cllr Roberts
35/19
Delegation of authority to the Clerk
-
To respond to planning applications with consultation with Councillors between scheduled meetings – proposed by Cllr Hitchman, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. 
36/19
Welcome and Present/Absent/Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Roberts.  Cllr Wynn attended the Meeting. 

37/19
Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary/any other Interests

Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale declared that he has an interest in the community footpath link as his family owns the land proposed to be used for the footpath. 

38/19
Requests for Dispensations  
None
39/19
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2019
Councillors agreed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed them to be a true and accurate record seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  
40/19
Matters arising from the minutes not otherwise on the agenda
No matters were raised.
41/19
Financial Matters

· Annual Grants – Presentation of Annual Grants – The presentation was delayed due to the files and cheque book being with the Internal Auditor for the purpose of the annual internal audit. Councillors agreed to take the presentations forward to July’s meeting. Grants approved at the March 19 meeting.  
· Insurance renewal – Discuss and agree renewal: The Clerk presented the renewal quote from Zurich for £599.56.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Astley all agreed. Resolved. 
· Ratify decision to apply for exemption from the external audit process if appropriate: Cllr Astley proposed that as the Council’s income and expenditure fell beneath the £25,000 threshold that they apply for exemption from the external audit process, seconded by Cllr price , all agreed. Resolved.  
· Presentation of Internal Auditor’s report/Approval of year end accounts if available: The Clerk reported that the internal audit is currently being carried out, and should be available next week for collection. Councillors agreed to hold an extraordinary meeting to approve the year end accounts and to complete the AGAR and annual governance statement forms. LGA 1972 s168
· Completion of the Annual Governance Statement (upon completion of the internal audit): to be completed once the internal audit has been carried out. LGA 1972 s168
· Completion of the AGAR (Audit Commission Act 1998 s25) (upon completion of the internal audit LGA 1972 s168): to be taken forward. Notices to advertise rights of inspection to be displayed thereafter (Audit Commission Act s15
· To appoint Internal Auditor for 2019/20 accounts: To take forward( LGA 1972 s151)
· To appoint an annual playground inspector: PlaySafety proposed by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. 
· Salary adjustment payment for the Clerk: The Clerk presented an adjustment figure: S/o amount currently £239.50, new amount £222.51 therefore overpayment of £16.99 paid for April. LGA 1972 s112
· Update of bank mandate & Standing order update: The salary standing order adjustment form was approved (proposed by Cllr astley, seconded by Cllr price  ) and duly signed.  All agreed. 
· Footpath – Steering group report/recommendations for funding
Councillors gave an update from the last steering group meeting.  Have decided date for commencement of works in August. To achieve the ambition funding is needed. If CiL Local application is successful.  To give flexibility and to keep project moving Cllr Astley has researched a Public Works Loan Board loan for £32,000.  Brief description required and evidence that the community is behind the venture. This was achieved during the public consultation process.  Council tax figures increase is required. £32000 over 40 years works at £1600 annually (two payments annually of £800).  Divided by 300 households over parish per month per household 49pence.  Perhaps £6 per year.  Councillors discussed whether to add upgrading the street lighting to the loan.  Councillors agreed to apply simply for the footpath at this stage.  The application ready to be submitted. Should find out at the end of May if the CiL Local funding will come through.  How long Shropshire Council will take to pay the monies is unknown at present.  If the CiL local money comes though the loan will not be required. Cllr Astley to circulate the spreadsheet outlining the figures.  Cllr Price proposed that the Parish Council applies for a PWLB loan, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.  Resolved.  
Hoping to get quotes in the next 2 weeks. Parish council will need a solicitor to act on its behalf to check the lease.  Councillors agreed to appoint Hatchers as proposed by Astley, and seconded by  Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.  New quotes to be supplied asap.    
· Safer Roads Grant application update: Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale reported that the Council’s application for funding from the PCC has been approved for the sum of £3476 for a VAS to be installed in Calverhall next to the bus stop.  The sign will be able to be turned around so that traffic entering the village from either direction can be targeted.  Local Government & Rating Act 1197 ss26-29. Sign will record speeds.  
· Twemlows Community Fund – grant application update –The Clerk confirmed that they had received confirmation of a grant for £1000
	Date
	Name 
	Purpose
	Amount to pay
	Power of expenditure

	23/03/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£239.50
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/04/19
	Zurich
	Insurance
	£599.56
	LGA 1972 s140
LGA 2000 s101

	12/04/19
	SALC
	Clerk’s training
	£10.83
	LGA 1972 s111

	23/04/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£222.51
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/04/19
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£154.48
	Parish Councils Act 1957s3

Highways Act 1980 s301

	05/19
	SDH Accounting
	Internal audit
	£tbc
	LGA 1972 s168

	02/04/19
	SALC 
	Affiliation
	£227.36
	LGA 1972 s143

	20/05/19
	Holy Trinity Church Calverhall 
	Grant
	£250
	LGA 1972 s214

	20/05/19
	St John the Baptist Church Ightfield
	Grant
	£250
	LGA 1972 s214

	20/05/19
	North Salop Wheelers
	Grant
	£200
	LGA 1972 s137

	20/05/19
	Calverhall Village Hall
	Grant
	£500
	LGA 1976 s19 (3)/s133

	20/05/19
	Maurice Chandler Centre
	Grant
	£100
	LGA 1976 s19 (3)

	05/05/19
	HMRC
	PAYE (April)
	£55.63
	LGA 1972 s112

	20/05/19
	Employee 
	Expenses/salary adj
	£61.27
	LGA 1972 s112/111

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount received
	

	25/4/19
	Shropshire Council
	Precept 
	£11747
	LG Finance Act 1992 s41



All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale – cheques to be issued upon receipt of the cheque book from the Internal Auditor.  All agreed. 

42/19
Housekeeping: - Review/Adoption of policies/protocols: all available to view on the website (LGA 1972s142) 

· Standing Orders; 
· Risk Assessment; 
· Model Publication Scheme; 

· Press and Media Relations Policy; 
· Financial Regulations; 
· Code of conduct; 

· Grant giving policy; 

· Business resilience Scheme; 

· Email acceptable use policy; 

· Complaints procedure; 
· Document Retention Policy; 

· Correspondence Policy; 

· Privacy policies

· Security Breach Protocol; 

· Subject access policy

· Privacy policy staff/councillors/role holders
new policy for privacy for staff (change name of council), role holders and councillors. Health and Safety Policy : The Clerk reported that she is looking for a new, slightly less complicated policy which will better suit the Council’s needs; Cllr Astley proposed accepting all policies en bloc, Cllr Hitchman seconded the proposal, all agreed.
e)
Confirmation of Meeting dates/venue; Cllr Heywood Lonsdale mentioned area in the Church in Ightfield may be put aside for meetings as an alternative Meeting venue following the closure of the AMICA Centre – The Parish Council will consider holding meetings there
f)
To review Clerk’s membership of SLCC and Councils’ membership of SALC : Proposed and seconded by Cllrs Astley and Price, all agreed. 

g)
To receive the minutes from the footpath steering group meetings/update from Councillors: Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.
h)
Place plans – to enable Councillors to give feedback from the review meeting and put forward a 
response
Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale and Astley attended the meeting; reported a good meeting and felt Shropshire Council has put a lot of effort into the updated plans. Asked Parish Councils to update their priorities.  Councillors gave a list of entries to be updated.  The Place Plan is being designed to be a living document which can be updated regularly.  Leaving aspiration for community shop in the plan.  Felt that Ightfield is doing well compared with the other local parishes. Upgrading the street lighting should go on along with upgrading playground equipment.  
i)
Strategic Objectives – to enable Councillors to discuss formulating a strategic objectives plan
Cllr Astley stated that he is keen to the community to know what the Parish Council does and how it operates.  To develop a ‘mission’ statement of intent so that residents know what the Parish Council is working towards providing for the parish. Councillors asked Cllr Astley to formulate a plan proposed by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, seconded by Cllr Hitchman all agreed. To present in July.

43/19
Planning Applications:
i) 
Applications: 
19/02178/REM
Proposed dwelling adj to Woodlands House, Calverhall, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 4PE

Approval of reserved matters (access, appearance, landShropshire Councilaping, layout and Shropshire Councilale) pursuant to outline application 17/05222/out for the erection of 1no dwelling and a detached garage
Councillors discussed the reserved matters application. Concerns raised relates to impact upon the Church and the almshouses. The other neighbouring houses are 2 storey but the new one is third storey overlooking the church which is grade 2* listed. Almshouses grade 2 listed. Impact on historical buildings was cited as a matter for concern.  Other houses are red brick and tile  Councillors queried the finish on the new house. Must be in keeping and sympathetic to the other properties. Design must be appropriate and in keeping with other properties.  Concerns over the third floor window which was considered  inappropriate.  Councillors would prefer not to have a rendered property as it is not in keeping.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed objecting,  seconded by Cllr Astley all agreed. 
ii) 
Decisions: None received

44/19
Street lighting/items in need of maintenance and/or repairs

- 
Opportunity to bring items forward for attention – still awaiting repair in Prees Road. Clerk has chased and will continue to do so – waiting for Scottish Power to fulfil their part.

Playgrounds:

- 
Confirmation of annual playground inspections: quote received to carry out annual playground inspections received from Playsafety for £68.50 + VAT with additional items over five per site charged at £3.50 + VAT: Cllr Hitchman requested all councillors visit the playground for a site visit. Put on agenda for extraordinary meeting.  
- 
Monthly inspection reports – Ightfield remedial works are still outstanding. Fence by the stile is still broken and bark pit surround still needs attention. To remind contractor to mend. Cllr Price has a quote to get poles to go into playground in Calverhall.  More bark is required. To get quotes for the Extraordinary Meeting.
45/19
Highways & Environmental Health

- 
To discuss any items requiring attention

-
To receive/discussany updates/road closure notices received: Councillors discussed ongoing works on A41. Road from Moreton Wood crossroads to Boundary Farm – surface is breaking up – Clerk to ask for and  inspection
46/19
Correspondence for action and for information
· To acknowledge correspondence forwarded by email:  to include NALC topic notes and information bulletins from SALC/NALC; VE Day 2020
Councillors acknowledged receipt of all email correspondence.
Town and Parish Council Survey for the police – Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale to complete
Councillors discussed lighting the beacon for VE day 2020 = to discuss in July

47/19
Parish Matters/Agenda Items for inclusion on the next Meeting Agenda 15th July 2019

Clerk to invite the Police to attend meetings
Cllr Astley offered thanks to Cllr Price for his time as Chairman, hopes to continue the success. Thanks to Cllr Wynn for attending the Meetings.

There being no further business for discussion the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:44pm. 
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