IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting held at 9am on 8th July 2019 at Calverhall Village Hall, Calverhall


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale; Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr D Price
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


60/19
Welcome & Public Session

Cllr Astley opened the Meeting at 9:09am.  No members of the public attended the Meeting.



61/19
Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 

Cllr Roberts was absent.


62/19
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale declared an interest in the Footpath as a representative of the Estate.

63/19
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs
None received.

64/19
Balance spreadsheet for circulation to confirm current financial position
The Clerk circulated current financial position spreadsheets.  Further to the last Meeting she confirmed that Band D figures had been obtained from Shropshire Council based on a precept for 2020-21 of: £11747 (2019-20 precept) + 10% annual increase + £1570 loan repayment (10.83%) totalling £14,491.   Therefore, if the Parish Council applies for the Public Works Loan Board loan then the Council tax for a Band D property would increase to £75.03 from £60.81 in 2019-21 (£6.24 would be the loan repayment amount for each household).  This increase was proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.  
Cllr Price proposed applying for a Public Works Loan Board loan of £40,132.00 to be repaid over a period of 40 years, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. (Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale did not participate in this discussion or vote). 
Resolution: It was, therefore, RESOLVED to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government to apply for a PWLB loan of £40,132 over the borrowing term of 40 years for the creation of a community footpath to link the villages of Ightfield and Calverhall.  The annual loan repayments are estimated to be around £1570.  

It is also intended to increase the Council Tax precept for the purpose of the loan repayments by 10.83% which is the equivalent of an additional £1570 per year.  This will be subject to a precept increase consultation.
65/19
Proposal to enable Councillors to:

· Confirm the current and future funds available for the Link Footpath

Councillors agreed that they hoped that the project will be delivered via CiL monies and that the loan will not be required.  To date the Parish Council has successfully made applications to the Big Lottery for £10,000, the Twemlows Community Fund of £1000 and £1285 from community fund raising activities, and £1189.20 Neighbourood Fund money, bringing the total raised to £13,474.20.  
· To confirm money spent to date on the project 
Costs on the footpath to date have totalled £1,947.00, leaving a working balance of £10,338. This in addition to the £34,800 of CiL Local Funds applied for (and having received confirmation of being successful from Shropshire Council) and £1189.20 Neighbourhood Fund money received to date, brings the total amount Ightfield Parish Council anticipates having to spend on the project to £46,323.  The Steering Group has identified costs for the project to be c£46,000 plus a contingency fund required of c10%.  The Clerk informed Councillors that Shropshire Council intends to pay CiL Local Fund awards retrospectively.  Councillors agreed that, on this basis, it may be necessary to apply for the loan in order to meet costs, then repay a lump sum upon receipt of the CiL Local Fund award.  If the money is made available prior to the project completion, a lesser amount may be applied for of c£5,000-7,500.  Councillors considered other costs involved in the project such as planning amendment fees, agent fees, Solicitor’s fees, signage, Health and Safety contingency, dog waste bins, gates, fencing and possibly hedge cutting.  The total cost of the project may come in at c£50,550.  The cost of the path per running metre will be circa £37.  
· Confirm the PWLB application is still in process for the Link Footpath
The Clerk confirmed that the application has been submitted to SALC for approval, however, copies of approved Minutes must also be submitted.  These are to be approved at the Meeting on 15th July 2019.  In addition to the resolution passed under point 64/19 a further resolution to be announced on the website is required.  For this purpose Cllr Price proposed the following:
“At the Extraordinary Meeting of Ightfield Parish Council held on 17th June 2019, it was RESOLVED to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government to apply for a PWLB loan of £40,132 over the borrowing term of 40 years for the creation of a community footpath to link the villages of Ightfield and Calverhall.  The annual loan repayments are estimated to be around £1570.  

It is also intended to increase the Council Tax precept for the purpose of the loan repayments by 10.85%.This, in addition to an annual precept increase of 10%, will be the equivalent of an additional £14.22 per year per household.  This will be subject to a precept increase consultation.”

The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.  Resolved.
· Review and confirm Ightfield pavement access to the Link Footpath
Councillors confirmed that this is ongoing and is in progress with the Agents P Richards and Shropshire Council. 

· Appoint contractors for the build of The Ightfield – Calverhall Link Footpath
Councillors noted quotes put forward from the Steering Group and acknowledged their recommendations.  As such it was agreed to appoint AR Richards to undertake the footpath construction at a cost of £35,800, and Peter Haines to install the fencing at a cost of £9575, as proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Astley.  Resolved. 
· Confirm The Steering Group’s target build start dates for The Link Footpath
Councillors confirmed that it is anticipated that construction works will begin during the 3rd week in August, the fencing will be installed mid-end of September.

· To agree Heads of Terms for Lease

This item will be taken forward to the Ordinary Meeting to be held on 15th July 2019.
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 10:25am. 
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