IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Remote Ordinary Meeting held via Zoom at on 15th March 2021


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman, Cllr D Price, Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale, Cllr M Procter; Cllr E 

Rich
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr P Wynn
14/21 
Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements  and Public Session
Cllr Astley welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:31pm.

15/21 
Present, apologies or absent 

Apologies were received from Cllr Roberts.

16/21
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests or requests for Dispensations 

No declarations were received. 

17/21
To approve the Minutes of the of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th January 2021

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Hitchman proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed. The chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved.
18/21
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

Councillors discussed the flooding issues reported under item 8/21 a).  This matter has been reported to Shropshire Council for investigation.  
The Council has futher reported flooding issues on the Bletchley Road between Cloverly Hall and the entrance to Calverhall.  The surface of the road is being destroyed by the water.  This issue has been ongoing for 10 years and repeatedly reported to Shropshire Council for action.  Cllr Wynn was asked to arrange a site visit with the Portfolio Holder of Highways.

Councillors discussed the request made by the Parish Council to Highways to move the 30mph sign in Ightfield back slightly so that the entrance to the footpath is incorporated within the 30 zone rather than being at the start of it.  The Clerk has liaised with Highways and it has been confirmed that this will be possible.  Cllr Astley proposed that the Clerk requests that this is done, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved. 
Clerk to forward footpath risk assessment checklist to Cllr Hitchman for regular onoing checks.

Cllr Astley reported that the path is being kept tidy by a small core of people who use the path.  Loose dogs are still a problem.  Councillors discussed repeater signage and agreed to purchase disc signs (no 10) to be installed along the path. Proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Price. All agreed. Resolved. 

19/21
Reports: Unitary Councillor, Councillors & Clerk

Cllr Wynn reported that he had attended a meeting at Shropshire Council last week at which it was reported that an additional £40m would be put into the Highways budget over the next 4 years.  He has been working with Highways to establish a safe diversion route for A41 road closures to prevent large vehicles going through Mickley and Moreton Say.   He reported no response from Shropshire Council as yet as to when the money promised for the playground will be forwarded.  No questions were raised. No meetings attended by Parish Councillors.  

20/21
Parish Matters - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
Calverhall playground refurbishment project 

Cllr Hitchman reported that the refurbishment is almost complete and that the multiplay is now in situ.  Councillors carrying out a site visit reported that they had not been happy with some of the finish (some concrete blocks had been left in the ground and were visible) – Chartland Homes had donated some soil for infill purposes and P Haynes had been engaged to remove the blocks and finish the wood surrounds.  Sand has been ordered from Adrian Marsh at an estimated cost of £130.  The playground contractor has offered £300 as a refund in compensation.  The final amount of P Haynes invoice is not known.  The Clerk queried why the contractor had not been asked to carry out the remedial works if Councillors were not satisfied with the finish.  The contractor will return to finish the zip wire.  Councillors reported that Chartland Homes has been very helpful thought the refurbishment process.  Cllr Hitchman was thanked for his efforts. 

b
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required

No reports of items in need of attention.

c
War memorial cleaning – update
Cllr Astley reported that the paperwork has been returned to the War Memorials Trust.  The contractor wants to wait for better weather before undertaking the works which must meet the WMT’s requirements. 

d
War memorial hedge cutting update

Cllr Astley reported that the work has now been completed.  A good job has been done. 



21/21
Highways/Environmental Health

a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported
to inc drainage issues

Potholes previously reported outside Lawns Farm and by the Pool House have nt been repaired.  Another was reported down the Prees Road past the ponds.  

The Clerk reported that a group has been set up by Shropshire Council in association with the NFU and the police to investigate the impact of larger agricultural vehicles on rural roads. Cllr Wynn to ask for details. 

b
Ightfield VAS
Cllr Astley reported that the VAS location suggested by Highways in Ightfield had been objected to by residents.  An alternative suggestion had been put forward which was rejected by Highways as it must be sited within 100 yards of the 30mph zone.   Councillors discussed suitable locations.  The grant has not yet been applied for.  Action: The Clerk will establish if grant funding is still available from the Police and Crime Commissioner and put forward an alternative location suggestion to Highways. 

22/21
Correspondence
a
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
Noted.
b
As received by  the Clerk circulated by email to include:  News in Brief bulletins; Community reassurance updates; Elections information; CAD consultation; 
No matters were raised for discussion

Nomination packs/guidance for the Elections: The Clerk has ordered paper packs to be delivered to a central pickup point for Councillors to collect.  The Clerk gave an update on Election progress and procedure. 

23/21
Planning   (to include all received since the last meeting)
· i)
Applications: None received
· ii)
Decisions: None received


24/21
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information

Councillors acknowledged receipt of the spreadsheets and bank statements circulated by the Clerk prior to the Meetings.  Cllr Astley proposed accepting the bank reconciliation as correct, seconded by  Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. No questions were raised in relation to the finances. 

b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda

Councillors acknowledged receipt of the invoices proposed for payment prior to the Meeting. Cllr Price proposed all payments, including the salary payments, seconded by Cllr Rich, all agreed. 
Resolved. 

c)
Severn Trent wellbeing grant scheme –Chairman’s update 

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	05/02/21
	HMRC
	PAYE Jan
	£55.63
	100560
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/01/20
	Employee Jan
	Salary
	£221.51
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/21
	HMRC
	PAYE Jan
	£55.63
	100561
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/02/20
	Employee Jan
	Salary
	£221.51
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	01/03/21
	Ray Parry
	Playground upgrade
	£28785.60

HOLD
	
	LGA (Misc Prov) Act 1976 s19

	18/03/21
	PWLB
	Loan repayment
	£2560.60
	Dd
	Public Works Loans Act 1965 s2/PWLA 1875 s32

	01/03/21
	B Hill
	Hedge cutting – War memorial
	£95.00
	100562
	War Memorials Act 1923 s1; LGA 1948 s133; Highways Act 1980 s96 

	15/03/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	£44.22
	100653
	LGA 1972 s111/2


Cllr Astley shared an overview of the cash flow situation.  £24000 is expected from Shropshir eConcil to cover playground refurbishment costs until the Chartland Homes s106 payment is made.  Cllr Astley forecast an end of year closing balance of c£5000, with perhaps £6k at end of  2022.  Once the precept has been received there should be a balance of c£21,500 with a VAT reclaim due of c£3500.  There will be 2 PWLB payments this year of £5k, with a final payment due in 2022-23.  He stressed the importance of keeping a close eye on cash flow. The payment for the defibrillator is due in May which will be covered by the Severn Trent Wellbeing Grant received (£2136).  The defibrillator will be installed at the end of the month with a kiosk refurbishment included.  Seed trays and book shelves are also being included.  Clerk to get a quote for location information signage.  Cllr Price proposed settling the Adrian Marsh invoice if it is received prior to May’s meeting, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. 
25/21
Housekeeping

a)
SALC training courses
The Clerk reported that some courses are available now however more will be available post elections.

b)
Footpath community support group

Cllr Astley proposed hi vis vests be ordered for the ‘pathway team’, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. Cllr Astley to order.  Good feedback has been received.  (Cllr Wynn left the Meeting at 20.52pm)

c)
Website
Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale requested some additional dog walking/bird nesting information be included onto the site in addition to the Wildlife and Countryside Code information already available.  Clerk to add.  

The Clerk advised that the elections notices will be posted online as they are received. These must also be displayed on the notice boards on the specified dates. 

26/21
Items for Next Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward items for the 19th May 2021 (Annual Meeting of the Parish Council & Annual Parish Meeting) agenda

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 26th April via Zoom.  Annual grant payments will be held over until July/September when it is hoped recipients will be able to collect the cheques in person.  The annual report will be read by the Clerk to conform to the rules of purdah.
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 21.08pm.


