IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Meeting held at on 20th January 2020 at Calverhall Village Hall, Calverhall


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale; Cllr M Procter
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr P Wynn


1 /20
Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements  and Public Session
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the January Meeting of the Parish Council, wishing everyone a Happy New Year. The Meeting was declared open at 7:33pm.  
Three members of the public attended the Meeting. Two representatives from Chartland Homes attended the Meeting regarding their planning application at Church Farm as part of which they are required to make a contribution towards the provision of amenity/outside space.  They are currently negotiating with Shropshire Council over their interpretation of the policy.  They asked if there is any possibility of contributing directly to the Parish Council rather than going through Shropshire Council.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council does have a need and this would be discussed and a response returned as soon as possible.  
2 /20
Present, apologies or absent - Apologies were received from Cllr Price. Cllr Roberts was absent.

3/20 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale declared an interest in the footpath item and the planning application for Church Farm.  

4/20
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs - None received.

5/20
Co-option of a Councillor
An application has been received to join the Council.  Cllr Astley proposed co-opting the candidate onto the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved. The relevant forms were given to Cllr Procter for completion.   Cllr Procter was welcomed to the Parish Council. 

6/20
To approve the minutes of the of the Parish Council Meetings held on 25th November 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved.

7/20
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

Cllr Heywood Lonsdale confirmed the Estate is looking into the drain issue at 12 Church Street raised in the last Minutes.  The spruce tree by the bus stop will be felled on Wednesday morning. 

8/20
Reports: 
Unitary Councillor: Quiet over Christmas period.  There is currently a backlog of c3000 potholes. The in-fill material is substandard.  He confirmed that he has been trying to set up a Meeting with the Highways Officer, Planning Officer, Agent, Unitary Councillor and Parish Council regarding the footpath access to the Highway in Ightfield.  This will take place on Wednesday morning.  Shropshire Council is looking a deficit of £14m to year end.  It now only has 35% of overall budget left after adult and child social care costs.

Councillors & Clerk

No meetings attended.

9/20
Footpath Steering Group Committee–to enable Councillors to update on progress
The Chairman reported that two issues are outstanding: the Highways issue should be dealt with on Wednesday. A new agreement has now been distributed via the Solicitor which removes previous concerns mentioned over insurance.  Cllr Astley has discussed this with the Solicitor and is content that it is acceptable.  Once this final draft has been approved by the Solicitor it will be circulated to the full Council and an approval meeting held. Councillors discussed when construction might be able to start, factoring in the newts and bird nesting season.  It was confirmed that once the lease has been agreed then the contractors can be given the go ahead, which will probably sometime in May, dependent upon ground conditions. 
Dog waste bins will cost £300 per bin plus £125 per year to empty.  The dog warden has been asked to assess the areas as the cricket club would like a bin for the cricket pitch. Councillors discussed the need for a bin at either end of the footpath.  The hedge alongside the footpath by 7, Calverhall has now been cut back by the Estate.  
Cllr Procter to check time limits for the CiL Local grant.  The technical checks completion is still on hold.  
Cllr Astley raised concerns over the length of time the Agent has taken to progress the planning application.

10/20
Street Lights/Repairs & or Maintenance - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
Playgrounds:  to enable Councillors to discuss the annual inspection reports
Cllr Hitchman reported that the surrounds by the swings have now been completed.  The surface is currently too wet to put new bark on.  The invoice for work was presented for payment. 
Chartland Homes: Councillors discussed the representation received.  The representatives suggested that they would like to deal directly with the Parish Council to arrive at an agreement.  The representatives stated in the public session that they would like to pay the Parish Council directly to ensure the money comes directly to the Parish.  The Parish Council will ask Shropshire Council how much will come to the Parish from the S106 agreement.  The representatives indicated that Shropshire Council has implied there is some flexibility on the amount of payment due.  The Parish Council will cost up replacement equipment for the playgrounds.  
Councillors discussed installing the new timber surrounds around the multiplay. Cllr Hitchman proposed that quotes for replacement bark be obtained, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed.  Quotes to be obtained by Cllr Hitchman for new bark for both pits. 
b
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required
An invoice has now been received for the replacement light on the Prees Road.





11/20
Highways/Environmental Health

a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported


b
Road closures: update if applicable (see website for details)
Road Closure:  Burleydam Road, Ightfield, Shropshire Start Date: 4th March 2020 End Date: 6th March 2020
Purpose: Road Closure - Renew Boundary Box in carriageway. Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water Works Promoter Ref: LB9141201/000012308103A
Enforcement pattern for Burleydam Road, Ightfield, Shropshire:24 hrs  You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=115900608.
C
Bletchley Road flooding issues – to enable Councillors to discuss possible remedy

Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale reported that a temporary repair has been done but a new culvert is required under the road. 

12/20
Correspondence

a
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
b
As received by  the Clerk circulated by email: 
Letter from  Calverhall Cricket Club: Dog waste bin request noted
Buckingham Palace Garden Party nominations: Councillors agreed a nomination, proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed.   
SALC 2020 training schedule has been received and circulated by email. 
A41 safety campaign meeting 7th February 3:30 Cllr Price to attend.

13/20
Planning   

· i)
 Applications:  
· 19/05563/OHL  (validated: 23/12/2019)
Address:  Moreton Wood Area, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Refurbishment of overhead lines
Applicant: Western Power Distribution


Application noted.
19/05289/LBC  (validated: 03/12/2019)
Address:  The Gables Farm , Burleydam Road, Ightfield, SY13 4NU
Proposal:  Works to convert an existing bedroom to form a new bathroom and landing at first floor level affecting a Grade II Listed Building




Noted. Deferred to the Conservation Officer. 
ii)
Decisions – None received
 
14/20
Housekeeping

i)
Reports from external committee reps if applicable/updated SALC training available : Cllr Procter giving the date for the Fundamentals for Councillors Course.  
ii) 
Village Crier – Cllr Astley to do a submission for March
iii)
Communications Policy; Complaints procedure/protocol – for adoption
The Chairman ran through a presentation to the Councillors which he had drawn up on the content of the policies. 
Cllr Hitchman proposed adopting the two policies, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed. Resolved.
iv)
A41 Road Safety Campaign Meeting – Update from December’s Meeting; Next meeting 7th February 
Cllr Price to attend.
v)
Place Plans – To enable Councillors to discuss the new document – New place plans are now available to view online.  To take forward to March. 
vi)
Removal of phone kiosk in Calverhall – to enable Councillors to confirm decision
The Clerk confirmed that Shropshire Council has objected to the removal.  
vii)
Playground signage quote for consideration of £45.42 – Cllr Astley proposed accepting the quote seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed. Clerk to place the order.
viii)
Confirmation of completion of declaration of compliance for Pensions Regulator - noted
15/20
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information – The Clerk circulated up to date spreadsheets.  The bank reconciliation was checked against the bank statements for accuracy and duly signed off as accurate.
b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Astley, Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.
c)
Budgets – to enable Councillors to discuss the proposed 2020-21 finance budget with a view to precept  setting in January (to include playground replacement/maintenance provision and street lighting upgrade) 
The budget was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. 
The Clerk informed Councillors that Shropshire Council has supplied figures indicating that in order to return a 0% increase on a Band D property, the Parish Council could apply for a precept of £12,221 rather than £11,747 as per last year.  Councillors discussed making a request for a precept of £12,500 based on the proposed budget requirements for 2020-21 as proposed by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. The Councillors stressed that there will be no contribution towards the costs of the footpath construction from the precept.  This is being paid for out of a separate fund. 
d)
Funding request from Calverhall Cricket Club – dog waste bin request – Clerk to request that the dog warden inspects the area.
e)
ICO Data protection fee – direct debit renewal reminder – due 23/01/20 -  noted  

f)
War Memorial – proposal to have the Memorial cleaned/refurbished – Cllr Astley proposed applying for some grant money to refurbish the memorial – seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale requested that the proposed method of work is to be clarified prior to works being commissioned.
g)
S137 expenditure limit for 2020-21 confirmation – The Clerk confirmed that NALC has set the new figure at £8.32 per head of electorate for 2020-21
h)
Update of bank mandate – signatories – To be taken forward to the March Meeting 
Councillors discussed the need for internet banking access in order to be able to transfer monies between accounts to cover expenditure larger than the balance usually maintained in the current account (looking forward to the anticipated footpath construction works).  Councillors agreed that this arrangement should be applied for and duly completed the forms.  No BACS or other payment facility to be set up.  The Clerk is to be the named Primary User.  Proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. The Clerk and Chairman to attend the bank to request that the current daily sweep facility between the accounts be changed in frequency and to increase the current accounts balance held.  
i)
Grounds maintenance tender – Councillors discussed the current arrangements and agreed to re-appoint KG Landscaping as proposed by Cllr M Astley, seconded by Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale 
j)
To formulate 3 year financial plan – to enable Councillors to discuss/action
The Councillors agreed to take this item forward to March. 
	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	23/11/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£222.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/12/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary
	£222.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£55.63
	100
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£55.63
	100
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/11/19
	K G Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance
	£1482.00
	100
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10

	08/01/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£157.88
	1004
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	08/01/20
	Whitchurch Rural PC 
	Clerk’s SLCC membership – contribution
	£37.83
	100
	LGA 1972 s111

	20/01/20
	Calverhall in  Bloom
	Grant
	£250
	100
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10

	15/01/20
	Eon
	Replacement lantern
	£830.88
	
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	02/12/19
	RDS
	Playground signs
	£45.42
	
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10

	16/01/20
	P Haynes
	To fit replacement bark pit surrounds
	£505.32
	
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10


16/20
Parish Matters/Items for Next Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward items for the next agenda
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:55pm.
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