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Minutes of the Meeting of Ightfield Parish Council 28th November 2016

Calverhall Village Hall



Chair:


Cllr D Price
Councillors Present:
Cllr M Astley, , Cllr C Charmley; Cllr L Roberts, cllr J Betteridge
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 
Welcome and Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone and opened the Meeting at 7:37pm.  No members of the public were present.
Cllr P Wynn was also in attendance.

2 
Present, apologies or absent 

Apologies were received from Cllr Rushton.

3 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests: No declarations received.  

However, Cllr M Astley notified Members that he has joined the Shropshire Rural Housing Association. Councillors noted his appointment to the Board.

4
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs: None received.
5
To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Meeting held on 20th September 2016

Cllr Charmley proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Astley, all agreed, duly signed by the Chair.  

6
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

Cllr Astley reported substantial amount of water is gathering in the drain next to the war memorial – possibly silted up.  To request that the jetters attend again through villages and between.   Clerk to ask Keith Silvester to visit and liaise with the Chair/Councillors for a site visit to discuss local areas of concern.  Councillor Astley reported that the ground around the memorial cross needs resurfacing – agreed to leave until better weather.  Councillors discussed a previous resolution passed to have the wall behind the memorial re-pointed.  (Cllr H-L arrived 7:45pm).  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale reported that the soil behind the wall needs removing and blocks need repositioning, does not need repointing.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale to liaise with the appointed contractor to arrange for this work to be undertaken instead.  All Agreed.  Request has been made by police that the ‘slow’ words are painted on the road. Moreton Wood bus shelter has been cleaned out but still requires some hard core put down.  This item has been put on hold by Highways.

7
Unitary Councillor’s Report

Nicki Young to visit in Library. WTC has identified that it will only taking over library as part of the devolution of services, which will be complete by 2018.  Asking local parishes for contributions to keep this service open . Ightfield parish usage of library constitutes 2% of all users.  Parishes being asked to contribute towards future running costs of the library and maybe other services.  Chair requested clarification as to whether this is the main library or the mobile library.  Cllr Wynn to confirm.  Councillors discussed other services which might be likely to be put out for devolution.  Councillors discussed making some contribution, possibly to keep the library facility open to all.  The proposed £770 contibution by Whitchurch Town Council equates to £2per head.  

8
Devolution of Services – As discussed. 
9
Street Lights/Repairs & or Maintenance

-  Playground inspection reports: –  The Clerk reported that she had obtained a quote as requested from Hales Sawmills for a dump bag of play bark: £56 + VAT.  Timberlink had not provided a quote. Cllr Price offered to collect to avoid delivery charges.  Cllr Astley reported that the Ightfield playground is muddy.  Cllr Charmley proposed buying the bark as per the quote, seconded by Cllr Betteridge.  Councillors queried whether the moles have been attended by Mr Chidlow.  Clerk to check to see if they have been done and to clarify the quote which was for £75.  Clerk to check if this is for the job or per mole).  Hedge trimming has not been done to playground frontage by play area – Cllr Price to ask Ben Hill to do hedge and trees.  Councillors all agreed.  
- Street lighting – The Clerk presented the annual maintenance contract from Eon for consideration which will cost £240 pa – Councillors considered the information.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed, seconded by Cllr Roberts taking out annual maintenance contract for 12 months.  All agreed.  Clerk to return the form. Resolved.
10
Highways/Environmental Health

i) Matters to report/Updates on items previously reported: Councillors noted some grids have been marked locally; Hedge in Burlydam Road has not been attended to. 


11 Correspondence

-
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
· Other information/updates received from Shropshire Council received and circulated by email:
BT Phone Kiosk Removal Consultation – Calverhall:  Councillors discussed keeping the phone kiosk: more houses being built – mobile signal poor – rural area; visitors to the Cloverley conference centre, elderly local population. Agreed to request to keep. Clerk to respond accordingly. All agreed. Resolved.
Shropshire Council Open Space Needs Consultation; 
Prees Heath to Lower Heath resurfacing scheme; 
Connecting Shropshire State Aid Application update; 
NS Wheelers Event Invitation at Prees Heath Sports Club 02/12/16;  
Shropshire Council consultation on the Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal process; 
Shropshire Council’s Community Tree Scheme; 
Letter from NS Wheelers; 
Elections information; 
‘Get Shropshire Moving’ grant funding.    
12
Planning 
i)
Applications: None received
ii)
Decisions:  None received
iii)
Land at Burleydam Road, Ightfield – Road naming confirmation received: Heywood Court.  
iv) 
Proposed footpath to link the villages – money being raised locally.  C£20k will be needed.  Councillors discussed local developments and whether any CiL monies which might be forthcoming.  

13
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information

b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda:  Clerk’s salary was proposed for payment by Cllr Betteridge, seconded by Cllr Roberts; all other invoices and payments proposed by Cllr Betteridge, seconded by Cllr Roberts, all agreed. Resolved.
c)
Neighbourhood Fund – Annual monitoring form: completed and signed off as required. Clerk to return.  
d)
Pensions regulator – Staging Date update: Jan 17 staging date – the declaration of compliance has been started by the Clerk. The Parish Council will not be required to provide a pension.
13
Finance cont

e)
Budget review in preparation for precept setting:  The Concillors considered the budget going forward and to make provision for general repairs and possible contributions needed for any devolution of services.  Maps are to be provided by Highways to illustrate areas of maintenance currently falling under their remit which may need to be taken over by the Parish Council – Councillors noted previous years’ spend has been in the region of £10K then £11K – outgoings exceeding incomings – no CTSG being passed on by Shropshire Council now – Council members discussed the possible need to increase the precept this year to ensure sufficient funds are in place.  Councillors also considered the need to apply for a Highways maintenance grant. To review the budget again and make the final decision as to the level of precept required in January.  Councillors noted that the amount of funds going forward at year end will be low this year.  Contingency fund reserves also low.  Clerk to include on the next agenda for decision.

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No

	23/09/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£174.03
	SO

	23/10/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary
	£174.03
	SO

	29/09/16
	D Gresty
	Maintenance works
	£59.00
	100355

	10/10/16
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£157.50
	100356

	22/11/16
	Eon
	Maintenance
	£94.92
	100357

	22/11/16
	Eon
	Maintenance
	£210.12
	100358

	28/11/16
	M Joyce
	Expenses
	£165.58
	100359


14
Courses/Meetings

- Update on any upcoming SALC training courses/meetings – circulated by email

Town and Parish Council Forum Meeting update 24/11/16

North Shropshire Area Committee Monday 16 January, 2017 at 7.15 p.m. 

 

15
Housekeeping

 i) 
Reports from external committee reps if applicable  

ii) 
Village Crier Submission – Cllr Betteridge reported that the publication is in jeopardy due to a steep rise in publication costs.  Councillors discussed ways of keeping this going –possible contributions could be made by the Parish Councils for the magazine.  Cllr Betteridge to take this suggestion forward and get some figures if no other solutions can be found.
16
Parish Matters/Items for Next Agenda
Councillors discussed hard standing for bus shelter in Moreton Wood.  Cllr Price to inspect.  
Councillors discussed the variation of conditions applied for in relation to the anaerobic digester in Whitchurch.  Councillors raised concerns about increases traffic movements – concerned about increased traffic movements through village. Objections to be made online.
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:33pm.
3

