Minutes of the Meeting of Ightfield Parish Council 16 January 2017



Minutes of the Meeting of Ightfield Parish Council 16th January 2017
Held at the AMICA Centre, Ightfield


Chair:


Cllr D Price
Councillors Present:
Cllr M Astley, Cllr M Rushton, Cllr J Betteridge
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1/17
Welcome and Public Session
The Chair declared the meeting open at 7:32pm welcoming everyone to the January meeting of the Parish Council.  
Nicki Young (SC Community Enablement Officer) attended the meeting.  She gave the Councillors an update on CiL funding, Ightfield PC having received £1189.25 received so far from the Neighbourhood Fund.  The CiL local fund, currently at £5708.44 – is held by SC.  If the PC wants to release funds from this an expression of interest would need to be submitted in order to fund infrastructure projects for new developments.  More funds could be added if the CiL board deem it appropriate.  Councillors asked questions relating to CiL spend and projected figures.  Place plans need to be up to date.  
The funds can be passed on to another group to do project management of an approved project – This would need to be included in the annual reporting process.  Nicki Young recommend that the PC should carry out community consultation on local priorities annually – This could be done via the parish magazine and website for feedback.  No local amenity areas currently maintained by SC for the Parish Council to take over under the devolution of services.  Whitchurch Town Council has a full council meeting at which they will discuss taking over the library.  Ms Young gave overview of the ‘everybody active’ projects. LJC planning meeting scheduled for Wednesday.  The next public LJC Meeting is on Wednesday 1st March at the Civic Centre.  The North Shropshire Area Committee meeting is now 20th February.  Public open spaces first areas being concentrated on for devolution of services.  Whitchurch Town Council has voted to take over the freehold of the Civic Centre.  

2/17
Present, apologies or absent 

Apologies received from Cllrs Roberts, Charmley and Heywood Lonsdale.  

3/17
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

None received.

4/17
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs
None received.

5/17
To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Meeting held on 28th November 2016
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Betteridge proposed them to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr Astley,  all agreed. Duly signed by the Chair. Resolved.  

6/17
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

Clerk is organising a site visit with Highways to discuss local drainage issues .  Moles have been dealt with in both playgrounds but the problem is persisting – Clerk to contact Brian Chidlow and ask for an update.  Traps were being tampered with.  Slow signs outside Malt Kiln Farm will be painted on road before end of March 2017. No progress on memorial wall.  Cllr Price to speak to Ben Hill regarding cutting of playground hedge.  Clerk has placed order for playground bark = Cllr Price to collect.  Cllr Astley gave update on Village Crier.  

7/17
Unitary Councillor’s Report

Very quiet over Christmas period at SC.  Aldi want to open a store in Whitchurch.  Holding open day this week.  

8/17
Devolution of Services – Discuss with Nicki Young, Community Enablement Officer SC
Covered under public session. 

9/17
Street Lights/Repairs & or Maintenance

- An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: A footpath waymarker has fallen down or been taken out. Clerk to ask David Gresty to replace.  
- Playground inspection reports: – to discuss & action any remedials required – reports received from Cllr Rushton. Adult swing seat needs replacement in Calverhall; moss prevalent in Ightfield – split in log in Ightfield.  Needs filling – Clerk to get D Gresty to fill.  
- Street lighting – to report any remedial works required: Clerk reported that Column 7, the light in footway between Pemberton Close and Church Street is still out.  To report again.  Eon:  maintenance contract forms have been returned to Eon – Clerk to chase for update; Lights out on d shaped verge in Ightfield and 1st one in Calverhall dayburning – to report.  

10/17
Highways/Environmental Health

i) Matters to report/Updates on items previously reported: Potholes reported at Corra Place and junction of Ightfield Heath in Ightfield; Large hole on road between Ightfield and Calverhall due to a missing drain cover – a cone has been placed over it.  
Councillors discussed speeding through villages - Cllr Betteridge to ask neighbouring parish where they obtained their ‘please drive carefully though our village’ signs.


11/17
Correspondence
-
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes – circulated by email
Received by  the Clerk and circulated by email:
i) Advisory Notice from Consistory Court of the Diocese of Lichfield; 
ii) Letter of apology received from Severn Trent regarding works carried out in December in Burleydam Road
iii) Tender for internal audit.  Cllr Rushton proposed that the internal auditor reappointed, seconded by Cllr Betteridge, all agreed.

12/17
Planning 
i)
Applications: None received – one app received post agenda for replacement agricultural building. Councillors noted the application.  
ii)
Decisions:  None received


13/17
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information – circulated to councillors.
b) 
Payment/Invoices – Cllr Rusthon proposed all payments inc clerk’s salary, seconded by Cllr Astley – all agreed cheques duly signed. Resolved.
c)
Budget – confirm and agree precept requirement for 2017-18 – Councillors considered the precept requirement and noted that the balance going forward will be low again.  Expenditure over the last 2 years has exceeded income creating a shortfall in reserves.  Councillors discussed increasing the precept to £9k proposed by Cllr Rushton, seconded by Cllr Betteridge – all agreed. Resolved.
d)
Ground s maintenance contract 2017-18 – Discuss/Approve: tender received from KG Landscaping for a repeat contract for 2017-18 – Clerk to send contract for signature.  Cllr Rushton, seconded by Cllr Price a- all agreed – price the same as previous year. All agreed. Clerk to send schedule.  
e)
Tender received to carry out 2016-17 Internal Audit – agreed under previous item.
13/17 Finance cont


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	23/11/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£174.03
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/12/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary
	£174.03
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	01/12/16
	Eon
	Maintenance
	£171.62
	100360
	Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3; Highways Act 1980, s.301

	11/01/17
	AMICA
	Room Hire
	£10.00
	100361
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/12/16
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance
	£1572.00
	100362
	Public health Act 1875, s.164


14/17
Courses/Meetings

- Information regarding SALC training courses/meetings has been circulated by email to all Councillors, including ‘elections’ training

15/175
Housekeeping

 i) 
Reports from external committee reps if applicable  - No meetings attended over Christmas period
ii) 
Village Crier Submission – Clerk to submit.  
16/17
Parish Matters/Items for Next Agenda
‘This battle is over’: Proposal for lighting a beacon in 2018   - Councillors discussed the information circulated.  Cllr Astley is to register the Parish Council for initial interest, the deadline for applications is 31st March 2017 – To take forward for further discussion in March.  
Cllr Astley asked the Clerk to contact Chase Enterprises for an update on their development to report back at the next meeting.
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:03pm.
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