IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Remote Ordinary Meeting held via Zoom at on 18th January 2021


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman, Cllr D Price, Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale, Cllr L Roberts,



Cllr M Procter
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr P Wynn
1/21
Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements  and Public Session
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:33pm. 
There were no members of the public present.

2/21
Present, apologies or absent 

Members present as noted above. Cllr L Rich offered apologies which were duly accepted due to work commitments.  

3/21
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests or requests for Dispensations 

Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale confirmed that he would not participate in discussions relating to the Estate.
 4/21
To approve the Minutes of the of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th November 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Price proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr HL, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5/21
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

Planning enforcement protocol adoption to be taken forward to March. 

6/21
Reports: Unitary Councillor, Councillors & Clerk

Cllr Wynn reported that Shropshire Council has today announced its intention to close the Shirehall and open a new civic centre in Pride Hill in Shrewsbury.  Other public sector partners will also have offices in the building.  It is expected that the move will be completed by March 2023.  The free car parking scheme ended on Friday.  Cllr Wynn reported that planning permission has been granted for a new health centre to be located at Paul’s Moss in Whitchurch.  An agricultural liaison group has been started involving  unitary Councillors, the NFU, Police etc.  This is a cross county initiative involving the Shropshire Association of Local Councils.  

7/21
Parish Matters - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
Calverhall playground refurbishment project 

Cllr Hitchman reported that work has started although halted now by bad weather.  The land is too wet to continue.  The bark delivery has been put on hold.  The equipment has been delivered but as yet it has not been installed. Cllr Astley to check insurance liability.  
Ightfield playground was reported to be in good order apart from molehills.

b
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required

No lights reported as out. 

d
War memorial cleaning – to discuss 

A grant for £600, half of the cleaning quote received, has been secured.  A resident has very kindly offered to make a donation for the other half.  The Parish Council is able to accept gifts (LGA 1972 s139).  Cllr Astley proposed accepting the gift and the grant and commissioning the works, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved.  Action: Cllr Astley to organise acceptance.

e
War memorial hedge cutting update

Having commissioned the work to be done in December it is currently outstanding. Action: Clerk to chase up.

f
Footpath – Drainage/flooding issues; Official recording of thanks to the Cloverley Estate and tenant farmers;

Thanks were offered to the Estate for resolving the flooding issues on the corner opposite Manor Farm.

A formal thank you was also offered to the Estate for their contribution to the creation of the footpath and to the tenant farmers, who it was acknowledged, had and would suffer a degree of inconvenience having to negotiate the path.  An official vote of thanks would be recorded for all parties involved when an official opening can take place.




8/21
Highways/Environmental Health
a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported
to inc drainage issues

Flooding and land drainage issues have been reported by residents in Church Street, Ightfield. These have been reported to Shropshire Council. The Estate has carried out some investigation work today.  Results will be conveyed to the residents and Shropshire Council.  

Cllr Price requested that the Clerk chases Shropshire Council in relation to persistent flooding issues on the Bletchley Road on the approach to Calverhall village. Action: Clerk to contact Highways. 

b
Request to move a speed sign in Ightfield
Residents who live near the entrance to the footpath in Ightfield have requested/suggested that the 30mph sign be moved further out of the village as a  health and safety matter to protect footpath users from speeding traffic. Councillors discussed the proposal. Action: Clerk to raise a request with Shropshire Council.  

c
Ightfield VAS
Cllr Astley raised some concerns about the location proposed by Highways for the VAS.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale gave an explanation for the location decisions in relation to 30mph zones and Cllr Proctor confirmed minimum offset requirements for road classifications.  Cllr Astley to advise nearby residents of the intention to install a sign in this location and to apply for a Police and Crime Commissioner Road Safety Scheme grant.

9/21
Correspondence
a
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
Noted. 

b
As received by  the Clerk circulated by email to include:  Disruption to waste collection info; News in Brief bulletins; Community reassurance updates; IA Questionnaire; 
Noted.






10/21
Planning   (to include all received since the last meeting)
· i)
 Applications:  20/04609/FUL  (validated: 09/11/2020)

Address:  6 Prees Road, Calverhall, Market Drayton, Shropshire, SY13 4PL

Proposal:  Erection of a part two storey, part single storey side extension
Local water issues were raised and noted.  Cllr Hitchman proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. 

ii)
Decisions:  None received


iii)
Re-consultation: 20/04609/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED:Erection of a part two storey, part single storey side extension to the existing dwelling LOCATION: 6 Prees Road, Calverhall, Market Drayton, Shropshire, 
SY13 4PL
Noted. 

iv)
Local Plan Review - Regulation 19: Pre-Submission Draft of the Shropshire Local Plan
Noted. 

11/21
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information

Councillors acknowledged up to date spreadsheets and bank statements which had been circulated by the Clerk prior to the Meeting. These were shared online.  

Councillors discussed the current financial position.  Cllr Wynn was asked to contact Shropshire Council to chase payment of the S106 agreement for the financing  of the playground upgrade. 
Councillors agreed that the bank reconciliation provided is accurate against the statements. 
The Clerk reported that a cheque to Scottish Power, paid in November, has had to be cancelled.  Scottish Power has moved its payment processing centre from Glasgow to Worthing but had not informed its customers or altered the payment details on its invoices.  The Clerk has visited the bank branch to stop the cheque. A replacement cheque was sent on 4th January which has now cleared. 

b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda

Cllr Price proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Roberts, all agreed. 

c)
Budget – to approve the budget for 2021-22 

Cllr Astley shared his proposed budget online.  He ran through the anticipated operational costs for 2021-22.  It is hoped that the playground works will be completed and paid for in this financial year.  Shropshire Council has agreed to cover the cost of the playground works until the S106 payment is received from Chartland Homes.  Cllr Wynn to request that funds are raised and passed over in a timely fashion or if the invoice can be submitted direct to Shropshire Council for payment. Cllr Astley confirmed that the Parish Council would not be able to undertake a street lighting upgrade programme during the next financial year.  Councillors agreed the budget as proposed. 

d)
Precept – to confirm the precept requirement for 2021-22

Having considered likely costs for 2021-22 Cllr Astley proposed a precept requirement of £13,700, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed.  Resolved. Action: Clerk to apply.


e)
Severn Trent wellbeing grant scheme –Chairman’s update on application for defibrillator, book shelves and seed trays 

Cllr Astley informed the Council that he had applied for a grant from Severn Trent for a defibrillator for the Ightfield phone kiosk. The price quoted by Heartstart Midlands includes a kiosk refurbishment and replacement signage. The grant applied for includes the costs for refurbishment, a cabinet, defibrillator, bookshelves and seed tray to be installed in the kiosk.

f)
Funding request from Moreton Say School

A funding request was considered by Councillors who agreed that although they were very supportive of the scheme the Parish Council does not have funds available due to the recent investment into the footpath which will contribute to the health and wellbeing of its residents.  The playground upgrade scheme will also be of benefit to its parishioners.  The Clerk informed Councillors that Moreton Say Parish Council is making a sizeable donation out of Neighbourhood Fund money.  Action: Clerk to write to inform the School that the Parish Council is unable to provide financial assistance at this time. 




	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	05/01/21
	HMRC
	PAYE Jan
	£55.63
	100555
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/12/20
	Employee Dec
	Salary
	£221.51
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/01/21
	ICO
	GDPR
	£35.00
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/01/21
	Scottish Power
	Re-issue of cheque 100541 PAID
	£157.50
	100554
	PHA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	09/01/21
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£157.50
	100556
	PHA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	18/01/21
	Cheswardine PC
	Share of Clerk’s SLCC annual membership
	£43.50
	100557
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/01/21
	AR Richards
	Skip hire
	£144.00
	100558
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9/10

	18/01/21
	Employee
	Expenses to include Zoom subscription
	£66.81
	100559
	LGA 1972 s111/2



12/21
Housekeeping

a)
Approval of the footpath risk assessment

A risk assessment had been carried out on the path by Cllr Procter on 29/9/20. The Chairman informed Councillors that this would need to be formally approved and accepted by the Council. This was proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved.  

Councillors agreed that monthly checks should be carried out on the path in line with the regular playground inspections. 

b)
SALC training courses
Current course dates available circulated via email.

c)
Footpath community support group
It was reported that only one resident has expressed interest in joining a support group to date.  To advertise on the website and on the local Facebook page.   It was proposed that hi-vis vests would be needed for members.  
Dog waste has been left on the path. The Councillors expressed the view that awareness needs to be raised that the bins provided at each end of the path are multi-use for litter and dog waste.  Dogs have been reported running loose on the path.  Signage indicates that dogs should be kept on leads at all times. This was considered to be particularly important at this time of year when dogs could easily get through hedging onto the road.  To source some signage and to advertise on the website.  Action: Clerk to source some disc signs x 3. 

13
Items for Next Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward items for the 15th March 2021 agenda

Planning enforcement protocol.
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:20pm.


