IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Meeting held on 19th November 2018 at the AMICA Centre, Ightfield



Chairman:
Cllr D Price

Councillors:
Cllr M Astley; Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr W Heywood-Lonsdale; Cllr L Roberts
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


83/18 
 Welcome and Public Session

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the November Meeting of the Parish Council.  Cllr Paul Wynn attended the Meeting.  One member of the public was present. A representative from the NHS attended the Meeting to give an overview/update on the proposed overnight closure of the Telford A&E unit.  She explained that 124,000 patients use the 2 A&E units in the County annually.  No final decision has been yet but one will be made by 29/11/18.  The main issue which has prompted this discussion is the difficulty faced by the NHS in Shropshire in recruiting staff within the middle grade.  There are currently 24 nurse vacancies, a minimum of 15 are required.  They have enquired about ‘borrowing’ staff from Stoke and Wolverhampton but this has not proven to be possible.  20 middle grade doctors have been interviewed, with 4 job offers being made. These are applicants from overseas who must undergo stringent checks.  Systems/models have been trialled to check adequate cover could be given in the absence of the A&E unit.  There is a national shortage of staff.  The Government is giving Shropshire £325m for the Future Fit programme, this is half of the national budget, to try to address the issues in Shropshire. There has been a problem recruiting medical staff into Shropshire for the last 5 years but this has seen an improvement over the last 6 months.  If it is decided to implement the closure it will be effective from 5th December.  The Chairman thanked her for attending.
84/18
Present, apologies or absent 

Apologies were received from Cllr Astley. 
85/18 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

None received.
 86/18
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs

The Clerk issued dispensations to Councillors to permit participation in budget/precept setting discussions.
87/18
To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th September 2018. 

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.
88/18
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda): to include round-up of WWI commemorative beacon lighting event

Cllr Price confirmed that the bark has been laid in the playground.  
Councillors discussed the additional responsibility given to the Clerk to act as Data Protection Compliance Officer/Controller. As this is an additional responsibility Councillors agreed to increase the Clerk’s hours by 30 minutes per week ie 5 ½ hours per week proposed by Cllr Hitchman, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale. All agreed.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their input into the WWI commemoration event and the lighting of the new beacon.  The event had gone very well and the equipment and expertise is now in place for future events such as VE day in 2020.  Thanks had been received from Rev Clarkson.  The PC will thank the Church for the commemoration services.  

The Clerk confirmed meeting dates for 2019 which will be held at Calverhall Village Hall.

89/18
Footpath Steering Group Committee–to enable Councillors to discuss and to receive the Meeting Minutes and to discuss lottery application/progress of plans

Cllr Price confirmed that the outcome of the Lottery application is still unknown. The planning application decision for the path is expected in c 2 weeks. The path needs to be done by February for newt breeding purposes.  The Neighbourhood Fund money is expected in April.  The CiL Local fund money appears to be intended for use in the main service towns, being diverted away from the areas taking development in many cases.  Councillors are generally disgruntled throughout the County that this is the route being taken by Shropshire Council officers who make the decisions.  Councillors expressed concern that Shropshire Council is interpreting policy differently to how it is stated on their website.  Around £13k of NF money is due from the Church Farm site.  Funding for the path is being progressed.  The Lottery require the PC to find £10k as their contribution.  
90/18
Street Lights/Repairs & or Maintenance - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
 Playgrounds:  to discuss/commission any remedial works required 

Councillors discussed various items highlighted within the inspection report requiring attention. Cllr Price was asked to liaise with the handyman to instigate repairs.  It was proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Hitchin, and all agreed, to remove the wooden surrounds around the swings but to leave those around the multiplays.  Zip wires to be monitored. 
b
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required; update on repairs in Calverhall

The light outside the bus shelter in Calverhall has been repaired. The light out in Prees Road requires replacement at a costs of c£700.  Cllr Price suggested getting an alternative quote, Councillors agreed this would be a good idea. Cllr Price to obtain. Clerk to check the quote from Eon against previous quotes to upgrade all of the lights.  
91/18
Highways/Environmental Health

a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported


The Clerk directed Councillors to a Shropshire Council Highways consultation available on their website.  Crumbling cobbles have been reported around the war memorial in Ightfield. Extent of repairs required to be checked but the handyman could possibly undertake the work.  Councillors to check the bus shelters for any remedial work which may be required.
b
Road closures: update if applicable - see website for any details
92/18
Correspondence

-
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes
Received by  the Clerk from Shropshire Council and circulated by email:  SALC AGM; NSAC Meeting; A&E Closures; Environmental Maintenance Grants; Announcement of Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of the County of Shropshire; Community Enablement Team update; GDPR Service; CiL update; Town & Parish Council Forum Mtg; 
Councillors noted the correspondence which had been forwarded by the Clerk.  They discussed the new terms of the Highways Maintenance grants.  Shropshire Council will now only award grants of 50% of costs to maintain Shropshire Council owned land within parishes.  The Parish Councils will be expected to pay the remaining 50%.

· 93/18
Planning 
i) Applications:  
18/04956/FUL  (validated: 26/10/2018)
Address:  The Firs, 7 Ightfield, Whitchurch, Market Drayton, Shropshire, SY13 4BL
Proposal:  Erection of two-storey side extension to include balcony to rear elevation

Noted. No comments.
18/04264/FUL  (validated: 24/09/2018)
Address:  Land Off Calverhall Road, Ightfield, Shropshire
Proposal:  Construction of community footway/cycleway (permissive path)

Noted.

ii)
Decisions:  
18/03469/FUL  (validated: 14/08/2018)
Address:  Maltkiln Farm, Ightfield Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NX
Proposal:  Erection of extension of a roof over a livestock gathering area
Decision:  Grant Permission
94/18
Finance
a) Balance reconciliation & cash book for information

The Clerk circulated current cash book, payments and receipt summary and bank reconciliation spreadsheets which were checked against bank statements for accuracy and signed off as correct. 

b) Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda

The proposed payments, including the salary, were proposed for payment by Cllr Roberts, seconded by CllrHitchin, all agreed.  The cheques were duly signed in accordance with the mandate.

c) WW1 commemorative beacon 

Invoice for the beacon submitted by Cllr Astley.  

d) Budget – 2019-20: consideration of future spend & preliminary discussion of precept requirement

It was noted that the increase implemented in last year’s precept request was wiped out by the lack of environmental maintenance grant.  Room Hire costs will increase due to the closure of the AMICA Centre.  Will need to incorporate costs for upgrading the street lighting although a loan could possibly be applied for to do this.  To review again in January when considering the precept request. 

e) Expression of interest in 2018-19 internal audit

Expression of interest received from SDH Accounting for £150. Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, seconded by Cllr Hitchin, all agreed.

f) PC World account/order
The account is in the process of being set up. The order for equipment was discussed with the addition of a screen proposed. Expenditure of c£950 incuding VAT prposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. Clerk to order equipment. Due to the 30 day payment terms it was further agreed that a cheque be sent prior to the next meeting and ratified in January to ensure compliance with the terms of the account.  The PC has received money from the Transparency Code Fund which has enabled these purchases.
	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	23/09/18
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£239.50
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/10/18
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary
	£239.50
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	19/11/18
	Employee 
	Expenses
	£158.25
	100432
	LGA 1972 s112/1

	
	VOID
	
	
	10433
	

	06/11/18
	Greenscape
	Environmental assessment to footpath
	£660
	100434
	Open spaces Act 1906 s14; Highways Act 1980s43; s146; Walkways Regulations 1973 

	08/10/18
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£157.88
	100435
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	19/11/18
	M Astley
	Beacon costs
	£TBC
	100436
	LGA 1972 s137


95/18
Housekeeping

i) Reports from external committee reps if applicable/updated SALC training available  

No attendees
ii) Village Crier Submission

Submissions deadline 10th December – Clerk to update contacts in the Crier.

iii)
Policy review – Financial Regulations; Press & Media Policy; Business Resilience; Complaints Policy; Risk Assessment; Community engagement strategy

Councillors considered the policies and agreed no changes required. To adopt in May.  The Community Engagement strategy will be considered at another meeting. 
96/18
Parish Matters/Items for Next Agenda
There being no further business for consideration/discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:39pm.
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