IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Meeting held at on 25th November 2019 at Calverhall Village Hall, Calverhall


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr D Price; Cllr L Roberts; Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


99/19
Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements  and Public Session
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting apologising for having to change the date from the scheduled date of 18th November 2019.  This was done in order to ensure Councillor availability and that the Meeting, therefore, would be quorate. The Meeting was declared open at 7:35pm. No members of the public were present.
100/19
Present, apologies or absent 

No apologies, all members being present.
101/19 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale declared an interest in planning items.  Cllr Astley declared a possible interest (bias) in the motion to remove  a tree in Ightfield due to its close proximity to the Chairman’s residence.
 102/19
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs

No requests received.

103/19
To approve the minutes of the of the Parish Council Meetings held on 16th September 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  The hedge in Calverhall playground has been cut.  A41 safety campaign meeting confirmed as 13th December 2019 at Stoke on Tern village hall.  Dog waste bin emptying schedule has been confirmed as fortnightly; The Clerk advised that there is currently no dog warden in North Shropshire.  New Model Financial Regulations proposed for adoption to be covered later in Meeting. VE Day commemoration has been put forward to the Church for possible attention.  Cllr Hitchman proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

104/19
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

Covered above. 

105/19
Reports to include: 
Unitary Councillor: The Planning Committee has now been adjusted to comprise 2 Committees only rather than the previous three. The North Committee’s remit now includes Shrewsbury.   

Councillors & Clerk
The Clerk has forwarded new website accessibility regulation training information to Councillors for information.  

106/19
Footpath Steering Group Committee–to enable Councillors to update on progress:
Waiting for the planning conditions to be agreed with Highways.  The Solicitors acting for the Estate and PC have advised that the footpath should be added to the Council’s general liability insurance.  The composition/construction of the footpath needs to be insured ie in order to provide adequate cover should it need to be rebuilt in the event of a natural disaster and it will need to have been added to the Council’s fixed asset insurance.  Councillors agreed to  progress this matter with the Insurance company and add it to the asset register (c£60k max to include gates and fences).  Councillors discussed some outstanding points in the agreement for clarification.  Liability for the four farm gates along the footpath was confirmed as PC responsible for the field side gates, the Estate for the road side gates. The Clerk recommended an annual inspection schedule is drawn up to monitor wear of the gates/fences and ensure that all fixings are kept in good working order.  The PC will have to ensure the reinstatement of the footpath to agricultural land after the end of the lease period (100 years).  The apron entrance at the Ightfield end where the two sections will join the Highway to the footpath is an issue for the Highways Department hence the delay in approving conditions: This area will be tarmacked by the kissing gate.  It has been planned that the gates will only swing into the field not out into the road. The path needs to be able to be closed off.  Cllr Wynn to ask the Planning Officer to come out and inspect the area in contention in order to progress the conditions being approved.  Once the lease is ready to be officially signed off, the conditions approved etc a short extra meeting will be convened to sign and ratify all decisions necessary to progress to the construction stage.  

107/19
Street Lights/Repairs & or Maintenance - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention: 
a
 Playgrounds:  to enable Councillors to discuss inspection reports
Following a recent equipment inspection, the Clerk and Chairman informed members that they had approved emergency repairs as per Financial Regulations for the zipwire ramp which had collapsed – the ramp was found to be broken and the platform had rotten. These have now been repaired. The timber bark pit surrounds have rotten. A quote had been obtained for the last Meeting for £658 + £400 labour for both the swings and multiplay areas.   Cllr Price recommended replacing the timber around the swings in the first instance, seconded by Cllr Astley. Peter Haynes to fix.  The Clerk recommended that the bark needs to be topped up as a priority  (photographic evidence of need shown to Members).  Councillors agreed to place an order for the bark from Timberlink proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr HItchman.  Cllr Price to instruct the contractor.  
Ightfield playground has moles, fallen leaves and moss.  The cleaning of the spring rockers will be attended to by Cllr Astley.  The roadside hedge/trees require trimming: Cllr Astley proposed contractor B Hill be instructed to cut it back to the fence, seconded Cllr Roberts all agreed. Cllr Price to instruct. 
b
Street lighting – to report any remedial works required

Two day burners on Burleydam road have been reported and fixed.  





108/19
Highways/Environmental Health

a
Matters to report/updates on items previously reported: New name location signs still not in place.  Highways Department has placed an order for the replacement signs however a delivery date has not been given.  
A pothole was reported on the Burleydam Road by Briar Hill.  Two additional potholes were reported on the Calverhall Road going out of village towards Little Cloverley Farm in the flooded area. The culvert under road needs attention ie larger pipe needs to be installed to reduce the flooding – Clerk to report to Highways. A blocked grid was reported on the Millenheath to Willaston road.  
b
Road closures: update if applicable (see website for details)

Road closure on: ASH PARVA TO CALVERHALL ROAD SY13 4DT On the 04/02/2020 for 1 day – 09:30-15:30
c
Request for support for Britain in Bloom participation/financial assistance
The Calverhall in Bloom group has submitted a request for £250 for Calverhall In Bloom in order to participate in the Britain in Bloom competition.  They have also requested permission to use the bus shelter as a focal point for the in bloom.  Councillors discussed the grant allocation given each year.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed giving the £250 grant, seconded by Cllr Roberts, all agreed.  To be actioned in January. 
d
Blocked grids – Ightfield Church Street flooding issues
Flooding in Ightfield in Church Street – this was reported to Shropshire Council at the time for attention. The garden of a property was affected.  The Estate will review the property’s drains.
e
Church events – parking/traffic concerns
A request has been received for road closures during remembrance events at the war memorial in Ightfield.  Councillors agreed that the Parish Council would in request that the PCC advertises events and uses signage to request that traffic passing is mindful of the events taking place.  

109/19
Correspondence

a
SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes – As received by  the Clerk from Shropshire Council and circulated by email – noted.
110/19
Planning   

· i)
 Applications:  
· 19/05014/COU  (validated: 14/11/2019)
Address:  The Rectory, Church Street, Ightfield, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NT
Proposal:  Change of use from an office to 1No dwelling
Councillors discussed the change of use to turn the AMICA Centre back into a residential dwelling.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. 
· ii)
Decisions

19/03839/FUL  (validated: 29/08/2019)
Address:  The Firs, 7 Ightfield, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4BL
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension  to include balcony to rear elevation (re-submission)
Decision:  Grant Permission

19/03572/FUL  (validated: 12/08/2019)
Address:  The Old Jack Inn, Calverhall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4PA
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey rear extension to provide new customer toilets with minor alterations
Decision:  Grant Permission

111/19
Housekeeping

i)
Reports from external committee reps if applicable/updated SALC training available : nothing to report
ii) 
Village Crier – Cllr Astley has made a submission for December’s edition
iii)
New NALC Model Financial Regulations; Communications Policy; Complaints procedure/protocol – for adoption

The Chairman gave an overview of the key points of the new NALC Model Financial Regulations.  The Parish Council should make provision for forward financial planning for 3 years as good practice; Councillors agreed to take this forward and work towards achieving this.  Cllr Astley proposed this motion, Cllr Price seconded, all agreed. 
The proposed Complaints and Communications policies were circulated for review and will be taken forward for approval in January. 

112/19
VE Day Celebration 8th May 2020 – to enable Councillors to discuss/agree options

Covered previously.



113/19
Finance
a)
Balance reconciliation & cash book for information – Copies of the current spreadsheets (cash book, bank reconciliation, payment and receipt summary, footpath expenditure) were circulated for information. The bank reconciliation was checked against the bank statements and approved as accurate.
b) 
Payment/Invoices – to include payment of invoices received post agenda – All payments (including the salary were proposed for approval by Cllr Hitchman, seconded by Cllr Price, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed in accordance with the mandate.
c)
Condition report on fir tree in Ightfield/quotes for consideration for removal – to discuss/agree action:
Two quotes have been received, a third company approached did not provide a quote.  The Clerk read the condition report to the Members. The tree is in a state of decline and is beyond the need for crown lifting. Furthermore it is being smothered by ivy growth. Due to the advanced state of decline there is little value in removing the ivy.  The quotes were very similar although one quote does allow for local disposal of the tree rather than disposal at a tip thereby reducing costs by c£100.  Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale recommended the removal of the tree as recommended, seconded Cllr Roberts, all agreed.  Quote from Rudds accepted with local disposal at £265 plus vat as proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Hitchman all agreed. Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale to instruct to remove the tree. 
d)
Ightfield playground perimeter tree/hedge trimming requirement – to enable Councillors to discuss/agree – Councillors discussed under 107/19 a).
e)
Internal audit tender – quote received from the Internal Auditor for £150 – Cllr Astley, Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale proposed and seconded the appointment – all agreed. Clerk to instruct. 
f)_
Budgets – to enable Councillors to discuss the proposed 2020-21 finance budget with a view to precept setting in January (to include playground replacement/maintenance provision and street lighting upgrade) – The Clerk circulated initial budget forecast and requested that the Councillors review this in time for the January Meeting for formal adoption. She confirmed that the CiL Department at Shropshire Council has confirmed that the Parish Council is due to receive Neighbourhood Fund monies of £1080.92 in April when the precept is paid.  To review and finalise budgets and determine the precept in January. 
g)
To receive the accounts from Calverhall Village Hall – Councillors acknowledged receipt.
	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	23/09/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£222.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/10/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary
	£222.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£55.63
	100477
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£55.63
	100478
	LGA 1972 s112

	26/10/19
	D Gresty
	Repairs/maintenance
	£163.00
	100479
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10

	09/10/19
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£157.88
	100480
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	21/10/19
	B Hill
	Hedgecutting
	£55
	100481
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10

	10/10/19
	Eon
	Repairs
	£75.48
	100482
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	06/09/19
	TWM
	VAS installation
	£300
	100483
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/07/19
	P Richards
	Planning consultancy services
	£165.50
	100484
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/10/19
	Calverhall Village Hall
	Room Hire 31/03/18-30/09/19
	£207.50
	100485
	LGA 1972 s111

	24/11/19
	D Gresty
	Playground repairs
	£60.19
	100486
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10

	25/11/19
	Employee
	Expenses
	£10332
	100487
	LGA 1972 s111


To ratify payment of £500 to Hatchers for conveyancing works for the community link footpath: The payment made on 26th September 2019 was proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Heywood-Lonsdale, all agreed. 

114/19
Parish Matters/Items for Next Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward items for the next agenda
Budgets, precept determination, policies/protocols for adoption, Calverhall in Bloom grant.
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:32pm.
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