IGHTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ightfield Parish Council Meeting held at on 20 July 2021 at Calverhall Village Hall, Calverhall


Chairman:
Cllr M Astley
Councillors:
Cllr H Hitchman; Cllr M Procter
Locum Clerk: 
A Roberts


	54/21 
	Chairman’s Welcome, Announcements and Public Session

	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:30pm.  No members of the public were present.  

	55/21 
	Present, apologies or absent

	Councillors present as noted above.  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Heywood Lonsdale, Cllr Price, Cllr Rich and Cllr Roberts.

	56/21 
	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests or requests for Dispensations

	No declarations or requests were received.

	57/21 
	To approve the minutes of the of the Annual Parish Council Meeting & Parish Council Meeting held on 19 May 2021 and Extraordinary Meeting held on 2 June 2021

	a. 19 May 2021
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes of the meeting. Cllr Astley proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Hitchman, all agreed.  Resolved.
b. 2 June 2021

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes of the meeting. Cllr Astley proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed.  Resolved.

	58/21 
	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

	19 May 2021

a. Cllr Procter reported that there had been no update on the speed sign. The work had been booked-in by Shropshire Council, but they have a backlog and no date has been given.  Cllr Procter will chase this up. 
b. The Council’s strategic objectives will be looked at in November 2021.

c. The Clerk will action the VAT reclaim before the next meeting.

2 June 2021

No matters arising

	59/21 
	Reports: Unitary Councillor, Councillors and Clerk

	No reports were given.

	60/21 
	Parish Matters - An opportunity for Councillors to report items requiring attention:

	a. War Memorial Refurbishment
Cllr Astley reported that the work was complete and compliments had been received. He noted that the retaining wall needs to be repointed.

b. Village Crier feature

Following discussion, it was agreed that an article will be provided explaining that the pathway grass is being treated as meadow and will not be cut before the end of July because concerns had been raised by local residents using the path. Cllr Astley will provide information for the article.
c. Playground reports

Calverhall – no issues were reported with the playground itself but safety concerns were expressed in relation to the condition of the 12-bar gate which needs to be replaced urgently. Cllr Astley proposed that this should be actioned immediately and Peter Haynes should be asked to do the work at a cost of no more than £300. Seconded by Cllr Procter, agreed by all. Resolved
Ightfield – an inspection has been carried out but the report has yet to be received. Councillors expressed safety concerns about a number of features including the obstacle course, which is currently taped-off, and the climbing net. Cllr Astley proposed that Peter Haynes should also be asked to carry out any work required to make the site safe until a package of improvements can be agreed at a later date. Seconded Cllr Hitchman, agreed. Resolved. 

The Clerk will contact Mr Haynes and then arrange for the safety work to be carried out. An itemised quote will be requested. 
d. Pathway report and request by Chartland Developments
i. Cllr Hitchman reported that he had identified a contractor to cut the grass this year. Due to the low value of the work, in line with financial regulations this work, which will cost less than £300, had already been agreed between the Chairman and the Clerk. CLlr Hitchman will provide contact details to the Clerk who will arrange for the work to be carried out and confirm that the contractor has public liability insurance. The Clerk advised that a contract should be advertised and put in place for future years. 

ii. Request by Chartland Developments
Chartland Developments have approached the Council for permission to take up part of the path to provide utility services. Cllr Astley has asked them to provide technical details in writing and requested a financial contribution towards maintenance of the path. Cllr Procter proposed that the Council should write to Chartland Developments confirming Cllr Astley’s request and asking for a response before the 9 August start date. Seconded Cllr HItchman, agreed. Resolved. 

	61/21 
	Highways / Environmental Health – matters to report and updates on previously reported issues

	Cllr Procter reported the following:

· New Street will be closed between 2 August and 6 August. The Clerk will update the website.
· Bletchley Road repairs are underway

· There is a blocked gulley by Holly Cottage which he will log

· The potholes adjacent to Millenheath Farm will be followed up

It was noted that the public right of way on the corner of Pemberton Close is overgrown. The Clerk was asked to raise this with Shavington and Cloverley Estate. 



	62/21 
	Correspondence

	a. SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes

Noted

b. As received by the Clerk and circulated by email

The WI have offered to decorate the War Memorial in November 2021, but did not provide details. The Clerk will request more information for the next meeting.

Eon Highway Lighting have informed the Council that 2 of the brackets on the pole mounted lights are cracked and will need to be replaced. The Clerk will establish if this action is urgent.
c. Letter from Parishioner re. Public Rights of Way

The letter raised the question of whether the path, which runs between Ightfield Playground and St John the Baptist Church, is still a public right of way. Cllr Astley will forward the letter to William Heywood Lonsdale for a response. 


	63/21 
	Planning

	
	a. Applications – none received.
b. Decisions – none received.

	64/21 
	Finance

	a. The Clerk gave a verbal report of the balances.

b. The Clerk presented payments due for approval.  Councillors agreed to make the payments due as listed below.  Proposed by Cllr Astley, seconded by Cllr Procter, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Recipient

Reason for Payment

Amount

Cheque No

Power of expenditure

HMRC

PAYE Jun

£23.80

100576
LGA 1972 s112
Employee 

Salary June (tax deducted)

£95.30

100577
LGA 1972 s112
Employee

Expenses (including Norton Security Renewal)

£24.37

100578
LGA 1972 s112
Charles Ransford

Playbark

£1,101.96

100579
PHA 1875 s164/Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
Eon

Street lighting maintenance

£149.72

100580
PHA1957 s3; HA 1980 s301
SDH

Internal Audit

£165.65

100581
LGA 1972 s168

Midland Masonry

War Memorial Refurbishment

£1,135

100582
War Memorials Act 1923 s1

M. Astley

Expenses

£33.05

100583
LGA 1972 s112

Playsafety
Playground Inspections
£177.00
100584

PHA 1875 s164/Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
Scottish Power
Steetlighting Energy
£156.11
100585

PHA1957 s3; HA 1980 s301


	c. Future Banking Arrangements

Following discussion about options for banking online whilst retaining the requirement for at least two signatories, it was agreed that the Clerk would provide information about Unity Trust Bank for discussion at the next meeting.  

	65/21 
	Housekeeping 

	
	a. Recruitment of a permanent Parish Clerk
Cllr Astley reported that there had been no interest in the job advert on the SALC website and proposed that it should be advertised in the Village Crier. Seconded Cllr Hitchman, all agreed. Resolved.

b. Contract: Locum Parish Clerk

The Locum Clerk had provided a contract provided by SALC. Cllr Astley asked the Locum Clerk to confirm that, under section 16, items belonging to the Council would be returned within one week of the contract terminating. The LC explained that under this contract she was required to give just one week’s notice after which the contract would terminate. She confirmed that everything would be returned within one week of contract termination. 
Cllr Astley proposed that the contract be signed. Seconded by Cllr Procter, agreed by all. Resolved. 

Cllr Astley and the Locum Clerk signed the contract following the meeting. 

	66/21 
	Items for Next Agenda

	
	i. Repointing of the War Memorial retaining wall
ii. Online Banking


	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. The meeting was declared closed at 20.47
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